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Oil and gas
gets the nod
-in Washakie

Up to three percent of the Washakic
Wilderness, most of it in the south and
eastern portions of the Wyoming pre-
serve, could become host to oil and nat-
ural gas drilling rigs under the
“preferred alternative” described by the
Shoshone National Forest in a draft
environmental impact statement,

The Washakie is located on the east-
ern side of Yellowstone National Park
and the Teton Wilderness,

Another 10 percent of the wilderness
would be available for leasing with a “no
surface occupancy” stipulation, which
would require slant drilling or other
techniques to get at any oil and gas. And
G:4G,000 acres of the 731,000 acre wil-
derness would be opened o seismic
exploration. ;

Shoshone National Forest officials
considered alternatives ranging from
leasing the entire wilderness to allow-
ing no exploration at all within its
borders,

Little known outside of the Rocky
Mountains a vear ago, the Washakie has
been thrust into national media as the
first crucial test of provisions in the Wil-
derness Act of 1964 which allow min-
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eral, oil and gas development under
restrictive conditions until 1984 in wil-
derness areas,

shoshone National Forest Supervisor
Ray Hall said no “rationale” for the pre-
ferred alternative will be available until
the final EIS appears sometime between
March 15 and May 1. The 400 page doc-
ument includes detailed descriptions of
the Washakie, discussion of the effects
of various alternatives, and details of
leasing procedures and methods used
to develop the EIS. Public comment will
be accepted until Jan, 22, 1982, and
public hearings will be held earlier that
month.

The preferred alternative would open
areas on the south and eastern borders
of the Washakie that would be accessi
ble from outside the wilderness area
Lease arcas do not include essential
grizzly bear habitat, steep sloped land or
visually sensitive areas

Among the areas that would be
opened to leasing in the south would be
the upper Wiggins Fork and Five
Pockets, a deep valley with five steep
drainages to the north; in the northeast
part of the wilderness, elk winter range
and calving grounds near Irish Rock in

the Greybull River and Anderson Creek
drainages. Hall said stipulations woule

be attached to leases wo protect wildlife

during crucial periods of the year, but
the draft EIS predicted a drop in elk and
bighorn sheep: during the exploration
and production periods, which would
run 30 to 45 vears. Hall said it was “sub

ject to debate,” but Shoshone officials
believed the wildlife would rebuild

after the production phase.

The DuNoir Special Management
Unit, 25,000 acres on the southwest
cormer of the Washakie, will be in limbo
until Congress takes action on its future.
However, if the DuNoir becomes part of
the wilderness, the Forest Service says
in the draft that it intends to lease
17,500 acres in it, allowing surface
occupancy on 10,500 acres.

Wyoming Petroleum Association
Director Rick Robetaille told the Casper
Star-Tribune that the lease plan was “a
small percentage, but a significant per-
centage.” Environmentalists were plan-
ning to take their case against leasing in
the Washakie and other wilderness
areas to Congress.

No drilling
until June

In a move that should have no effect
on the Washakie Wilderness leasing
schedule, but muy prevent leases from
being let in other wilderness areas in
the next six months, the House Interior
and Insular Affairs Committee voted last

Writing about other journalists is an
awloward affair. There is the usual prying
and poking into someone’s personal
quirks — a voyeuristic pleasure many of
us relish — as well as the standard
opportunities to second guess, pre-
sume, and, ultimately, to judge.

But in covering our own — the media
— there’s a discomforting reflection:
the interviewees' faults embarassingly
hit home, Didn't we last week choose a
night out on the town rather than an
evening researching the next day's
story? Aren't we usually edgy and cocky
from overwork? Don't we also mumble
and stumble over the spoken word,
becoming marginally expressive only
with a typewriter? In writing about wri-
ters, cmpathy often slips in and shrouds
criticism.

So when John Ponce, unabashed edi-

phone if we're coming to do a “hatchet

friends,

tor of the Paonian Herald, asks over the -

job™ on him, we have mixed reactions,
hoping decp down that he might say no
to an interview, He doesn’t. Marty and
David Cook, cditors of the rival North
Forle Times, take more convincing, Why
us? they ask Indeed, nearby Crested
Butte and even Rifle, Colo. have week-
lies dueling it out for the same readers.

But those examples lack both the his-
tory and enmity of the Paonian papers.
And they lack Paonia’s puzzling social
make-up, struggling with growth issues
that are illustrative of so much of the
Rocky Mountain region. Besides, we
argue, Paonia’s ripening golden deli-
cious are alone worth the ten hour drive
south from Lander. The fruits of those
interviews start on page 10 of this issuc.

Writing about Colorado journalists is
difficult, but trying to cover Colorado
without their help would be impossible.
From Grand Junction, Gary Schmitz set
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week to delay all wilderness oil and gas
leasing until June 1, 1982. Under the
present schedule for public input and
| review on proposed Washakie leasing
none would be let before that date.
The resolution was part of a com-
promisc designed to avoid a more

| serious  confrontation between  the

House committee and the Reagan

| administration over a threatened reso-
| Tution to withdraw all wilderness from
| oil and gas development indefinitely.

That resolution was proposed by Rep.
| Manuel Lujan (R-N.M.), the ranking
| Republican on the committee, after he
| learned that leases had been let last
| month on the Capitan Wilderness in
[ New Mexico without any environmen-
tal evaluation or public notification.
Lujan, Rep. Richard Cheney { R-Wyo.)
and Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska), met
with Interior Secretary James Watt last
week to find a way around the confron-
tation. Wartt agreed, in a letter to the
committee, to guarantee ony ironmental
impact statements or assessments
before any wilderness areas are leased,
and to notify legislators of any such
leases in writing 30 days before approv
ing them,
The parks and public lands subcom

mittee was also scheduled to hold hear
ings on the issue of oil and gas leasing in
wildermess arcas before the June, 1982
moratorium deadline. The subcommit

tee would review gue s raised by a
prowision in the Wilderness Act of 19604
which lcaves open the possibility of oil
nd gas development in designated wail

dernesses until 1984

The hearings could result in legisla
tion to modify the Wilderness Act, said a

subcommittee spokesman, but no spe
cific bill will be used as a starting point.
The hearings would consider the possi-
bility of banning oil and gas develop-

| ment and of modifying the 1984 leasing

deadline, which some believe is respon-
sible for increasing pressure o open
wilderness areas immediately.
Legislation has been introduced in
Congress 1o extend the 1984 deadline
for wilderness oil and gas development.
But except for a bill to protect specific
wilderness areas in Montana, no legisla-
tion has been introduced to do the

{ reverse: remove the oil and gas provi-

sions from the Wilderness Act. Cheney
pointed out, however, that the subcom-
mittee was chaired by Rep. John Scibe-
rling (D-Ohio), a congressman noted
for his defense of wilderness, making it
unlikely that pro-development legisla-
tion would result from the hearings.
Rep. Pat Williams (D-Mont. ), who

| earlier this year got a resolution through
| the House committee banning oil and

[ |

| gas development in three Montana wil-

dernesses, told the Missoulian that the
compromise did little for wilderness, ™1
think somebody pushed Manny Lujan
real hard,” said Williams “because that's
almost no compromise, | think the
administration got him in a room and
beat him up.”

aside ]m daily reporting tasks at Lhe
Daily Sentinel long enough to take a
look at a new approach to housing
energy workers in his shale-rich Grand
Valley. He last wrote for us on power
generation near the Grand Canyvon.

From Denver, where a thirsty one-half
of the state’s three million residents |-

congregate along the Front Range, the
woes of piping water are detailed by
David Smyth. Smyth is a Denver native,
has written for the Rocky Mountain
Brusiness Journal and helps produce
Westword, a local weekly brave enough
to tackle stories on the state's public
utility commission, and editorialize on
Interior Department policies, When he
gets hungry, Smyth partakes of the more
lucrative trade of hard rock mining.

Some national commentators have
called Colorado a wave of the fuwre,
juggling finite resources against a grow-
ing economy. We'll continue our role as
watchdog, with the help of a growing
stable of writers.

— the staff
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Poisons for
¢ predators get
federal nod

A new predator control policy
announced last week by the ULS Fish &
Wildlife Service has disappointed both
advocates and critics of poison control
methods, and leaves unsettled the ques-
tion of using 1080 to kill predators.

Under heavy pressure from livestock
growers to steer its policies toward
chemical controls, the agency is propos-
ing four key changes in its program:
expanded research on the use of Com-
pound 1080, further experiments using
single dose baits, resumption of “den-
ning” — destroying litters of young pre-
dators in their den — and loosened
rules governing the use of cyanide gas
guns.

The changes got an immediate back-
ing from Wyoming's congressional dele-
gation. Sen. Malcolm Wallop ( R-Wyo.)
saidd the new policy would focus the
agency’'s control efforts on single prob-
lem species, namely coyotes, while safe-
guarding other animals linked with
predators in the food chain.

Mot so, said Dick Randall of the
Defenders of Wildlife in Rock Springs,

Wyo. “It's back to the dark ages, to the |

war on aspecies,” he said. "It throws out
the carefully crafted policy worked out
by the Carter administration that
emphasizes non-chemical alternatives
to 1080." His group remains convineed
that using 1080 will kill non-targeted
wildlife species.

Ron Michieli, vice president of the |

National Cattlemen’s Association in
Washington, D.C., also attacked the pol-
icy, saying it “falls far short of what we
have asked for.”

During public hearings held earlier

this year by the ULS. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the association argued
for an immediate lift of the general ban
on using 1080 to kill coyotes. ™ 1080 has
been researched enough,” said Michieli,

A decision by EPA Administrator
Anne Gorsuch to open formal adjudica-
tory hearings on whether to allow 1080
is still pending, said Lou Johnson, head
of the agency’s toxic substances branch
in Denver, "But it looks pretty good that
she’ll open it up,” he predicted.

tle::cm air

progress
muddled

The proposed changes in the Clean
Air Act are becoming mired in the
swamp of Washington politics, and swift

action on the proposals seems less and |

less likely. The Senate Interior Commit-
tee is muddling through a “mark-up”
session that has no bill to mark up and
the House is still in the process of sub-
committee hearings.

The Senate Interior Committee has
set itself a seven-issue agenda to cover in
its mark-up procedure. The issues are:
air quality health standards; auto emis-
sions; prevention of significant deterio-
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ration: non-attainment arcas (how to
clean up dirty air areas); percentage
reduction requirements, which force all
utilities to remove the same percentage
of sulfur from their emissions, regard-
less of the original sulfur content of the
coal burned; acid rain; and toxic pollu-
tants. S0 far, the committee has dealt
only with the health standards.

Last week, the committee rejected
two amendments submitted by Sen.
Steve Symms (R-Idaho). One amend-
ment would have weakened secondary
standards, which protect buildings and
crops, and another which would have
required the Environmental Protection
Agency to consider social and eco-
nomic costs when promulgating clean
air regulations. The vote was 12 to 3
against both amendments, with only
Symms, and Sens. Alan Simpson (R-
Wyo.) and James Abdnor (R-5D.) vot-
ing in favor. The latter two voted by
proxy, with Symms casting their votes.

A number of senators, lobbied by the
auto industry, are trying to get some
amendments through before the end of
1981 on the theory that it will be harder
to pass weakening legislation in an elec-
tion year. S0 far, however, "they are
moving at a snail’s pace,” according to
one lobbyist, and will be lucky to get
through even three of their seven item
agenda before the Christmas recess.

The main thrust behind the acceler-
ated push for changes is the auto indus-
try, which wants to know revised
emission requirements in time to retool
its plants for the 1983 model year. Even
if there is no comprehensive re-write of
the hill this year, industry lobbyists are
hoping for new auto standards,

However, there are several interests
— such as electric urilities — that want
to change the regulations for stationary
sources as well. According to an envir-
onmental lobbyist, "If you push ahead
with the changes the auto companices
want, then vou lose about half the team
that wants to weaken the Clean Air Act.
S0, a number of industries are dragging
their feet on the auto emissions changes
s0 they can present a united front.”

Further complicating things is the
disarray in the Reagan administration
over its strategy. A number of industry
lobbyists are upset that the administra-
tion, preoccupicd with its budget cuts,
is not making the clean air amendments
a high priority.

The auto industry wants to know the
changes at least by next spring. But eve-
ryone acknowledges it will be hard to
keep momentum with all representa-
tives and one-third of the senators up for
re-clection, ‘Said one lobbyist,
"Members of Congress tend to become
more  environmentally-minded during
an clection year, Most environmental
groups have stepped up their direct
election efforts through political action
committees and will become more
active during the 1982 elections.”

Another oddity in the current Senate
committee sessions is that, though legis-
lation is being “marked-up” with lan-
guage changes and amendments, the
committee has not taken the existing
Clean Air Act as its official mark-up vehi-
cle and there is no substitute vehicle. So,
the committee sessions are “a bunch of
guys sitting around shooting the bull,

trying to reach a consensus where there

is none,” said one Senate staffer.
While the Senate is considering the
act in full committee, the House is going

6

tirst to subcommittee, then to full com-
mittee, then to the floor. It could be
early summer before the House has any
comprehensive bill.

There is considerable western
representation on the Senate commit-
tee. In addition to Symms, Simpson, and
Abdnor, Sens. Gary Hart (D-Colo.),
Peter Dominici ( R-N.M. ) and Max Bau-
cus (D-Mont. ) serve on it.

Denver toxics
still waiting
for cleanup

They've agreed to do it But the fine
print in plans to clean up the hazardous
liquid wastes at the Lowry landfill near
Denver has officials looking for a com-
promise. A settlement is weeks, maybe
months, away.

At issue are the industrial wastes that
were haphazardly dumped in one sec-
tion of the landfill from 1958 until
November 1980, Nearby residents and
some public officials fear the wastes are
leaking from their containers, seeping
into underground water supplics.

Responsibility for stabilizing and
cleaning up the site has been a matter of
debate, only recently settling on the city
of Denver. Denver owns the site, which
is located east of the city near Aurora,

But just how much Denver will spend
to clean it up is still being argued. "We
still don't know what exactly is
needed,” said E.K. Demos, director for
Environmental Services of Denver's
Public Works Department. “"And we're
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waiting for engineering studies totellus
exactly what the problem is and what

steps to take to correct it

Both the city of Denver and the state
health department agree that the city
should sink a quarter-mile long barricr

on one side of the dump; the cost is
estimated at §125,000. “What we're still
talking about are pumping systems to

draw out the liquid wastes, monitoring

plans, and other associated efforts,” said
Ken Waesche, a geologist with the
hazardous waste division of the state
Department of Health.”

“Denver is showing a very progressive
attitude on this,” said Waesche, predict
ing the details would be quickly settled
But Demos said it would be “early nex:
year” before a contract is drawn up and
construction can begin,

Nearby residents remain concerned.
"I think they're really trying,” said Bon-
nie Exner, spokeswoman for a group
called citizens Against Lowry Landfill,
“But there's no doubt those wastes are
toxic and a danger. You go up there on
the worst days and it looks like a blood
bath, red with bacteria growing i1 the
pesticide brine.”

Exner's group, meanwhile, is trying to
close the new hazardous waste disposal
site near Aurora, owned by Chemical
Waste Management, the only such facil-
ity in Colorado. The Aurora City Coun-
cil is considering two ordinances which
would restrict hazardous waste hauling
through the town, and authorize the
city to spend $§10,500 1o help fund an
engineering study to determine the
feasibiliy of moving the hazardous
waste.operation to Last Chance, in less
densely-populated Adams County, Colo,

Finding an alternative site for the
operation will greatly enhance the ciry’s
chances of closing the Lowry site, said
city official Kay Miller.

BARBED

Llama Hoad Wightering. Maill order
mogull Earlly Winters is offering a llama
for those Nucky follks who want a llitdle
extra hellp on backpacking trips. The
llamas are $1,200 to #2000 FO.B
Seattlle.

It bappens in singles bars, oo, A zool-
ogy professor, writing in Science maga-
#ine, said that birds of the same specics
from different geographic regions sing
in different dialects and won't mate
| with birds who sing the “wrong” song.

But
already.. Riverton newspapacr
publisher and Wyoming state Sen. Roy
Peck, arguing that the state's failing
uranium industry should not be

required to reclaim its shutdown mines, |

said, "The uranium industry is being
treated uniquely compared with other
industries. In Detriot, the auto
companies don’t have o remove their

) |

Detroit’s a wilderness |

assembly lines and put the land back to |
grass just because there's a slow down

in that business.”

Given the alternatives, compournd

1080 may be a pood idea. A Texas
sheep producer scares off ravenous
covotes by playing the tape-recorded
speeches of Adolph Hitler.

Religion for the 1980s. The Boulder
( Colo.) Daily Camera reports, “At issue
is whether industrics that venerate
toxic wastes known to cause cancer and
other diseases will be required 1o take
precautions about where these substan-
ces will ultimately go.”
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Faming Gerge Reservoi

lies in
aiting

What do Lake Powell in Utah, Ruedi
Reservoir in Colorado and the Yellow-
tail Reservoir on the Montana-Wyoming
border have in common? They're three
of the dozens of federal water projects
in the West storing clean, clear water
that, for now, nobody wants.

Collectively, more than 15 million
acre-feer of water lies waiting behind
federal dams — enough water to cover a
quarter of the state of Wyoming one
tootr deep. Much of the water has been
available for decades, will sit unused for
decades more, and, o the chagrin of
federal regulators, will add up to mil-
lions of dollars in lost revenues.

In a report released this fall, the Gen-
eral Accounting Office took federal dam
builders to task for not successfully mar-

“ keting the water and for not charging
" enough once they found buyers,

In fact, some users have paid nothing,
according to the swdy. Tt cites, for
cxample, irrigators using the Army
Corps of Engineer's Lucky Peak Reser-
voir in Idaho and industrial water users
tipping the Bureau of Reclamation’s
Glendo Reservoir in Wyoming as having
paid no operation and maintenance
costs (which often exceed initial con-
struction costs within a few years of

operation ).

Other users have not been charged’

interest, although it is required by law,
The agencies in many cases have also
reshuffled water payments to cover only
construction costs, leaving the operat-
ing expenses to federal taxpayers.

The investigators at GAO further
found that once attracted, a buyer was
not regularly charged fees that reflected
the accumulated operating expenses,
but rather lower prices that took effect
the day of delivery.

Much of the problem — a startling
paradox in the arid West — is due 1o
inconsistent Corps' and Bureau policies
in the regional offices, charged the
GAO, which reports to Congress. Not
so, said Willis Ervin, supervisor for
water operations in the Bureau's Lower
Missouri Region, based in Denver. Ervin
acknowledged he's having marketing
problems, but he blames Congress.,

“To a large extent, those (policy)
inconsistencies are mandated by the
legislation authorizing a project,” he
said. Many projects have special legisla-
tive quirks, he said, such as exemptions

MM ARG e )

of some users from some costs, such as
irrigators from interest charges.

"Our mandate for 75 years has been
to build some projects in anticipation of
a future demand,” he added. “And if that
demand is not forthcoming — like irri-
gation in the Dakotas — well, you have a
problem. But it's not our doing.”

Ed Clyde, a Salt Lake City-based water
lawyer who has negotiated contracts for
the Central Utah Project and several
other Utah developments, agreed that
Congress was more to blame,

“The 1939 Reclamation Act prohibits
the sceretary from buidling a dam with-
out first lining up users to reimburse the
government,” he said. “But there have
been some — 1 can't say how many —
special exemptions.” Members of Con
gress feeling particularly  friendly
toward constituent irrigators or a local
industry can traditionally tap the pork
barrel for any number of cost-cutting
provisions in a project’s authorizing leg-
islation, he said,

The Burcaw’s Steve Wade, spokesman
for the Pacific Northwest region based
in ‘Boise, said regional variations in
repayment policy were necessary to
“reflect local conditions.” Both Wade
and Ervin said they were also still bound
by a general federal policy to charge
wiater users only what they can afford,
and no more.

When the demand is high and the
buyer is rich, that policy can pay off. In
western Colorado, for example, Ervin
said he was able 1o charge Exxon Cor-
poration “what the market would bear”
for some G000 acre feet of the still
unsold 49,500 acre feet of water stored
by the Ruedi Reservoir near Aspen.

The GAO, in short, recommended
that the agencies charge more for their
water, and include a full cost recovery
plan, interest expenses (a hidden factor
that can surpass operating costs ), and a
retroactive pricing scale that covers all
maintenance costs from the project’s
birth.

“I'd generally support those recom-
mendations,” said Ervin, adding that the
“mood of the country” would spursuch
a closer attention 1o expenses. A new
federal water policy is vet to be deve-
loped by the Reagan administration, but
Ervin predicted that it will “emphasize
reimbursability.”

Ervin also acknowledged that such
new policies may in effect slight other
project benefactors that now don't pay
their way at all. Called non-
reimbursable, they include aguatic
wildlife, recreation and flood control, In
the Ruedi Reservoir case, for example,
Aspen and Pitkin County have unsuc-
cessfully tried to retain water in the
| reservoir expressly for wildlife habitat
| and recreation — uses the arca has
| become accustomed to having because
no reservoir water has been sold since
its completion in 1968.

Looking for water? Try some of these

reservoirs, listed with the amount of

water sold and vnsold: Lake Powell,
42750 acredeet sold, 993250 acre-foct
unsold; Flaming Gorge, Wyo., none sold,
308,000 unsold; Cascade, Idaho,
271,691 sold, 381,509 unsold; Bovsen,
Wyo., 53400 sold, 85000 unsold:
Oahe, 5.0, none sold, 400,000 unsold:
and twelve assorted reservoirs on the
mainstream of the Missouri River in
Montana and the Dakotas, none sold, 7
milliom acre-feet unsold. Completion
dates range back to 1927,

Tribes, feds
move on oil
audits

Frustrated by the delays in the federal
government's dealing with oil and gas
lease problems, several western Indian
tribes have initiated their own field
investigations and rovalty auditing
SysLems.

[ Two tribes, the Arapahoe and Sho-
shone of the Wind River Reservation in
Wyoming, have gone a step farther by
petitioning the federal government to
cancel two leases because they say one
company, Amoco Production Co., failed
| to pay royalties and did not meet federal
regulations.

The LS. Geological Survey, which is
responsible for collecting rovalties and
ficld monitoring of Indian leases, can
recommend to the Burcau of Indian
Affairs that leases be cancelled if lease

| terms are not being met. Several such

HOTLINE
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Robert. Buffington

BLM CHIEF RETIRES

Calling it “strictly a staff job” with “no |
action,” Idaho Bureau of Land Manage- |
ment Director Robert Buffington has |

declined a transfer to Washington, D.C.,
choosing instead to retire. Asked to step
down as state director by BLM Director
Bob Burford last month, Buffington
further told the fdabo Statesman that
the reasons for his dismissal remained a

[ “mystery.” It was a political “hatchet
job,” said Pat Ford of the Idaho Conser-
ation League in Boise. “They were just
getting him out.” But Burford and the
state’s congressional delegation say the
reason for Buffington's transfer was the
widespread dissatisfaction with the
state chief among livestock growers in
Idaho.

COAL TEAMS COURTED

Assured by the Department of the
Interior that its voice will be heard, the
Fort Union Coal Team has decided not
to protest a federal ruling that doubles
their recommendation for coal mining
in Montana and North Dakota. "We're
very much advocates of the regional
coal teams and we sense they will play a
very important role in the fumre”
Assistant Secretary of the Interior Gar-
rey Carruthers told the Public Land
News November 2. Final coal-sales
targets are due in December, Carruth-
ers said, and the teams will be expected
to select an alternative mining scheme
and review its environmental and social
impacts early next year.

EPA HOT OVER WATER CO.

A wastewater service in Gillette,
Wyoming is being assessed a $12,000
civil penalty by Denver's office of the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Jim's Water Service informed the EPA in

| submit a mandatory permit application

| plying the conventional petroleum

| recent medical seminar in Glenwood
| Springs, Colo. Merrill Coomes, environ-

recommendations have been made by
USGS during the past vear, but the BIA
has not cancelled any leases so far.

Tribal investigators on the Uintah-
Ouray Reservation in Utah discovered
that operators had stopped production
on some leases for several months, but
USGS had not notified the tribes. Lease
conditions would define these leases as
technically expired, giving the tribes
the opportunity to renegotiate for bet-
LET erms.

In other cases, tribes have pointed
out "accounting errors” resulting in
large pavoffs, often enough to pay the
costs of the tribal investigators' work.

Representatives of tribes testifving at
senate hearings earlier this year said
they don't intend for their efforts to sub
stitute for the federal government fulfil-
ling its trust responsibility. The
government should improve its h}':‘-tcm.\i
and provide financial assistance to the
tribes to start their own monitoring sys-
tems, they said.

The federal government is beginning
to respond. The BIA has organized an oil
lease compliance school to explain the
responsibilities of the BIA and USGS,
teach tribal members how w pauge
tanks and check pipeline connections in
the field, and tell how to report viola-
tions. David L. Baldwin, organizer of the
school, said tribes will also be encour.
aged to write leases that provide for
such monitoring.

Meanmwhile, the USGS has stepped up
its inspection program, ordering more
than 165 wells shut down on Indian
leases until violations are corrected.
USGS inspectors were rarely seen in
Indian oil ficlds before a Colorado new-
sletter broke the story about oil thefis
on the Wind River Rescrvation. But,
according  to  tribal representatives,
"now theyv're crawling over the hills”

A federal grant is also subsidizing a
Council of Encrgy Resource Tribes pro-
ject w design a computer accounting
system, The service provides the tribes
with monthly reports on cach lease
showing rovalties, production, sales,
and lease status,

The Wind River investigators don't
plan to depend upon either the USGS or
CERT to solve their problems. Speaking
from his experiences in the investiga-
ton, John 5t Clair of the Wind River
Reservation said, "The bottom line is
‘don’t trust anybody” ™

— Marjane Ambler

July 1980 that it was engaging in the
treatment, storage and disposal of waste |
oil at a site 10 miles east of Gilletre
which, according to the EPA, is not fully |
licensed under the Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act. The EPA is com-
plaining that the company did not

for disposal of such waste. The company |
has been ordered to immediately cease |
disposal of hazardous wastes at the site

and cither close the site or apply for a |
permit to build a new facility. Jim's |
Water Service officials have requested a |
hearing and intend to respond to the |
complaint,

OIL SHALE HEALTH

Working in the oil shale industry
won't bear any more health risk than

industry trade, several people told a

mental health manager for Tosco Cor-
poration, partners in the proposed
Colony oil shale project in western
Colorado, said the fact that raw shale is a
carcinogen shouldn't pose additional
dangers as long as protective gear is
used. William Rom, director of the
Rocky Mountain Center for Occupa-
tional Health at the University of Utah,
agreed. He predicted shale mining will
be on par with other mining and quarry-
ing endeavors, which have five times as
many fatalitics and two-and-one-half
times as many disabling injuries as the
average industry job.




Viewing the
¢ front range
crystal ball

In the next 20 years the population of
Colorado's Front Range stretching from
Pueblo to the Wyoming border is
expected to increase by 52 percent.
That increase means housing needs will
double, municipal water supplies will
have to double and 13 or 14 new power
plants will be needed to supply energy.

This enormous growth prediction
wias projected by the Colorado Front
Range Project’s (FRP) final report
entitled, “Program to the Year 2000."

Organized two years ago by Gov.
Richard Lamm (D), FRP's nine work-
groups, comprised of representatives
from the state’s public, private and non-
profit sectors, analyzed and studied
future growth concerns for the 9,000
square mile, 13-county area.

Without planning, Lamm and other
Coloradoans fear the Front Range,
which includes Denver, could turn into
a dirty urban spriwl] that would be short
on transportation, water, land and hous-
ing. FRP, which drew to a formal con-
clusion Nov. 6, offered 146
recommendations concerning the man-
agement of energy and minerals, hous-
ing, land use planning, mountain areas,
E]T‘.IL'I'.I. SPace and '.I.!.'rl'!il'l]hljﬂ.', TT:I!’IH'){]I‘[;I-
tion, government roles and water.

Given the projected population rise,
FRP estimated that by year 2000 an addi-
tional 6,800 megawatts of electrical
generating capacity will be needed for
the Front Range's 1.3 million new resi-
dents along with 500,000 acres of raw
land, mostly agricultural, on which to
build 47,000 dwelling units per year.
Also, water available for agricultural use
will be severely jeopardized because of
increasing urban demand. Confronted
with these and other projections, and
believing that any suggestion of massive
change was not “in tune” with the
state’s current political climate, FRP
director John Parr said project partici-
pants focused their recommendations
on improving existing management
structures and fine-tuning state statutes,

Although no major legislation has yet
to come from the extensive growth
impact study, 1981-82 FRP chairman
Lee Ambrose believes the FRP was a
catalyst that got the people of Colorado
moving toward a common goal and
dealing with common problems,

’ together,

According to Ambrose and Parr, the
reports and recommendations gener-
ated by the FRP workgroups will not sit
on shelves collecting dust.

“They will become a part of an ongo-
ing effort in Colorado that will guide
our approach to future growth and
growth-related issues,” Ambrose said.

To pick up where the FRP left off, a |
private, non-profit corporation — Pro- |

ject Colorado — is being organized.
Project Colorado will take the FRP
recommendations out of the state’s tor-
rid political arena and will expand upon
them to include statewide applications.

Describing Project Colorado, 1980-
81 FRP chairman John Welles said, it
will be “bipartisan, open and participa-
tory; nonadversarial; respectful of fac-

tual analysis; confident of the

Denver skyline

consensus-building abilities of citizen
groups; a stimulator of visions for the
future of Colorado and of the action to

Critics say
endrin study
biased

A spokesman for the Montana Wild-
life Federation said the group believes
that Montana's new Pesticide Advisory
Coungil,
endrin  contamination problem, is a
“stacked deck”™ against people con-
cerned  about. health and  the
CIVIrOnment,

Wilbur Rehmann, executive director
of the group was referring to statements

*achieve them.”

formed in the wake of an |

made by representatives of the chemical |

industry on the 12-member board.

Roland T. Albright. aerial pesticide
applicator, said at the first meeting of
the council last week, "We haven't
really established there is an endrin
problem.”

And a Billings pesticide distributor,
Harold Schultz, said in defense of
endrin, “More animals were killed by

taking samples than were killed by |

endrin.”
Rehmann took particular issue with

those statements. “Some members of |
the council are too biased to make a fair |

judgement,” he said. The council
decided not to seck a ban on endrin.

The council was appointed by state
agriculture director Gordon McOmber
after endrin used on 200,000 acres of
winter wheat to control cutworm
began to show up in wildlife. The Mon-
tana Fish and Game Commission consi-
dered closing duck and goose season in
Montana after the state health depart-
ment said the levels of endrin were dan-
gerous to human health. Instead the
commission recommended that a list of
precautions be issued to people who
might eat contaminated birds.,

Endrin is a member of the chlorinated
hydrocarbon family related to DDT, but
much more toxic. It can cause chromo-
some damage, birth defects and can pro-
duce mmors.

A representative of the Velsicol
Chemical Corporation of Chicago,
which manufactures endrin, echoed a
statement made by McOmber that endrin
may be used again on wheat fields if it is

— Jim Robbins

Pinching
PUC power

Several Idaho Reépublican legislative
leaders, critical of what they call “social
engineering” by the state’s Public Utili-
ties Commission, have succeeded in
forming a committee to review the
whale range of PUC powers.

PUC opponents have criticized the
commission for using its rate-making
powers to promote not only energy
goals, but social goals as well —
inverted rate schedules, enforced: con-
servation - measures such as hi
hook-up fees, and so-called "lifeline

rates” for elderly or low-income people.
However, the Idaho Supreme Court |
decided in April that the PUC has not |
exceeded its authority in considering |
such rate-making criteria as energy con- |
servation and other concepts of best use |
and resource allocation. |
The reason: The 1913 law establish-

* ing the PUC gives it the power to estab- |

lish rates for delivery of services and |
products based on actual delivery costs. |
The Idaho legislature has never defined |
PUC power beyond that brief outline.

So the bipartisan Legislative Council |
agreed to name an interim committee,
consisting of four Republicans and two
Democrats, to review those rules —
with the apparent goal of restricting the
PUC's rate-making power. .

Speaker of the House Ralph Olm- |
stead, a Republican who is running for
governor, led the push for the review
committee and has been one of the
PUC's most outspoken critics.

“The PUC has considered other fac-
tors, in addition to the cost of services,
in making their rate determinations,”
Olmstead said. “I'm suggesting that the |
statutes should more clearly define the
justification for rate charges.”

PUC President Perry Swisher said he
doesn’t oppose the legislative review
because the PUC is a “creature of the |
legislature.” But he warned that res- |
tricting PUC fexibility in rate-setting |
might rebound against some of the very
interest groups trying to put on the
brakes, especially agriculture.

"If the statutes were so tightly writ-
ten, for example, that rates must be
based on cost of services, every irriga-
tion pumper in the State of Idaho would
have a steep increase in his power hill,”
Swisher said,

“In other words, boil the semantics
out of it and the accusation that we are
guilty of ‘social engineering’ is a fair |
accusation. There are circumstances |
where, over time, the rulings of the |
commission have taken into account
the economic impact of the pure cost-
of-service approach to rate-setting, and
that's conspicuously true with agricul-
ture,” he added.

Swisher said the PUC's 1981 imple-
mentation of electrical power contracts
for three regional utiiity companies
with the Bonneville Power Administra-
tion — which he said specifically favors
householders and farmers — “is social
engineering on a grand scale, initiated
by Congress and implemented by us.”

— Steve Abrens

Interior
kills slurry
legislation

The Reagan administration has for- |
mally opposed legislation before Con-
gress to grant the right of eminent
domain to coal slurry pipelines. Interior
Secretary James Watt, testifying before |
the House Interior Committee, said the |
legislation would go against the admin- |
istration's policy of “new federalism,”
designed to return power to the states.

The bill being considered would
allow coal slurry companies o con-
demn private land to secure rights-of- |
way across it Slurry companies want the |
power 1o overcome the opposition of |
railroads to the pipelines, which com-
pete for profitable coal-hauling
revenue. A number of western railroads
have refused to grant slurry lines rights-
of-way under their tracks.

According to Rep. Manuel Lujan (R-
N.M.), the federal legislation is dead at
least for this year. Slurry pipelines will
have to obtain rights-of-way under the
laws presently existing in each state.

The only currently proposed slurry
pipeline in the West is that of Energy
Transportation Systems, Inc, which
wants to build one from Wyoming's

Powder River Basin to Arkansas and |

Louisiana. Asked what cffect the admin-
istration’s decision would have on his
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project, Frank Odasz, ETSI's regional
manager, said, "Nothing.” ETSI insti-
tuted 65 individual cases to obtain pas-
sage under railroad crossings, all of
which were successful. The last one was
completed in 1979, "All we have to do
now is fill in' between the railroad
crossings,” Odasz said. “Eminent
domain exists in one form or another in
cevery state we go through to allow us to
do that with no more than the usual
problems. Federal eminent domain is
considered to be essential in the East to
cross railroad tracks. They have literally
hundreds and hundreds of tracks to be
crossed.”

Slurry pipelines move a mixture of
crushed coal and water. ETSI plans to be
under construction with its 1,200-mile
line by November, 1982, The total cost
of the line is estimated at aboutr $3
billion.

-

Wyoming to
fund water
projects

Alffter years of complaining about fed-
eral interference in state water, Wyom-
ing is proposing its own water policy.
Gov. Ed Herschler told the Wyoming
Water Development Association — a
private advocacy group — that he will
propose to the legislature the allocation
of $100 million annually for six years
from the state’s general fund to provide
state funding for water projects.

Warren White of the governor’s office
said they are preparing a series of pro-
jects to be studied by the Water Devel-
opment Commission under a
four-phase approach. Phase 1 is a pre-
feasibility analysis; phase II, feasibility
studies; phase II1, architecture and engi-
neering; and phase IV, construction,

Presently, there are 22 projects, in
various stages of this four-phase
approach, that have been submitted to
the commission for consideration,
WDC administrator Mike Reese said,
however, that the list of projects the
governor will consider includes others
not vet before the commission. Reese
said that the 22 projects, if all went for-
ward, would cost between $726 million
and $873 million. The governor is ask-
ing for a total budget of $600 million,

White said that every project being
considered would undergo federal
environmental review.

He also said that virtually every river
in the state is a potential site for a pro-
ject. Agriculture, municipalitics and
industries would use the water under
payment conditions to be determined
after the projects are built. In some
cases, the state will require full repay-
ment of the project cost, but the state
may subsidize other users.

The projects approved by the gover-
nor must be submitted to the legisla-
ture. The general fund surplus is
estimated at $100 million annually.
White said the decisions will be made
by mid-December.

Tom Wolf of the Wyoming Outdoor
Council said, “This is Herschler's reali-
zation that a third term is going to
depend on water development: For the
last six years, he's been talking about it,
but hasn't done anything.”
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Battlement Mesa

by Gary Schmitz

Garfield County, Colo. — Up where
Parachute Creek begins to run its
course down a narrow valley framed by
sheer rock walls, Exxon and Tosco are
carving out the nation’s first commer-
cial oil shale facility. By all accounts, the
$3 billion project is momentous and
imposing.

But 17 miles down the valley, and
across the Colorado River from the
dusty old town of Parachute, another
project is receiving as much attention as
the pioneering oil shale endeavor.
There, on Battlement Mesa, those same
w0  corporations  are  transforming
gently rolling hills of scrub brush into a
city projected to eventually be home for
some 25,000 people. It is planned to
have 8,000 dwellings, 10 churches and
eight schools.

Battlement Mesa is an ambitious
effort to deal in one fell swoop with all
the physical community needs created
by large-scale energy development.
Though ground was broken little more
than one year ago, the community
already has more than 1,500 residents,
muostly workers constructing the Col-
ony vil shale facility owned by the two
firms. One million dollars a week is cur-
rently being spent on Battlement Mesa.

This may be a vision of the future for
other areas of the West, as an energy-
and mineral-hungry nation moves into
heretofore virgin ground and a chang-
ing economy pumps jobs out of the
industrial East and into the Rockies.

With soaring housing costs and pro-
hibitive interest rates, corporations are
coming to the reluctant realization that
if the marketplace isn't providing affor-
dable housing for workers — and in
many areas it clearly isn't — they must
help out.

The concept is not new. Companies
in Japan and Europe have long provided
housing for various levels of their work-
force. Recently, the practice appears to
be growing in the United States. Univer-
sities are building housing for profes-
sors as well as students. Fluor
Corporation, the construction giant, is
leasing dozens of condominiums near
its southern California headquarters,
and companies in a variety of fields are
following suit.

As the head of the California firm
recently told the Wall Street Jowrnal:
“Corporations are scared to death of the
reality that housing is the next fringe
benefit for employees. Intitively, how-
ever, they know it's true.”

In the Rocky Mountain West, the
situation is more acute. Many of the
energy sites are remote, far from exist-
ing population centers. Where there is a
community nearby, it often is too small
to handle a rapid influx of workers.
Given the speed with which most com-
panies want to construct their energy
projects, dealing with housing and
related community issues often
becomes the first priority. State and
local governments, in turn, are increas-
ingly unwilling to let the companics
escape  responsibility for  providing
housing, and paying for the community
needs generated by an  incoming
workforce.

Here, in fact, people are already scat-
tered about the hills, living day to day in
trailers and tents. Existing towns near
Battlement Mesa are straining under a
varicty of newly found social pressures.
Crime is on the upswing, Some say that
if industry is serious about the commit-
ment it is now voicing, a lot more needs
to be done, especially in the area of
human services.

That may be true. But, as Exxon is
fond of pointing out, Battlement Mesa
represents a commitment far above

Colorado’s

rural suburb
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The idea behind Battlement Mesa is
if people want to live in suburbs,
why not plop one down here?

average. It has changed local attitudes
about the meaning of corporate respon-
sibility and has forced other companies
to upgrade their assistance plans,

“"We probably raised the ante (for
other companies )" said Charlie Pence,
the president of Bartlement Mesa Inc.,
an Exxon subsidiary. Pence, a tall Texan
with a long career in land development,
says even he has been impressed by the
amount of money being spent by Exxon.

But it’s not as though the world's larg-
est oil company is giving away the $275
million that will be spent on Battlement
Mesa. Exxon and Tosco will get big tax
breaks on the investment. And Pence
acknowledges that his company is not
planning to take a loss. Mobile homes at
Battlement Mesa rent for berween $600
and $750 amonth — a figure that he said
reflects the “going rate” in the housing
short area.

Pence said he hopes that property
sales and rents will work out so that the
project “just breaks even.”

Others aren’t so sure. Another oil
company executive recently com-
mented, only half in jest, that “"Exxon
will probably make more money on Bat-
tlement Mesa than it will on the oil shale
project.”

When Pence heard that, he laughed.
"1 guess we could turn a profit far down
the road” because of land appreciation,
Pence said. "Who would ever have
guessed that a 25-by-100 foot lot in
( nearby) Parachute would be selling for
§25,0007"

For whatever reason, even company
men are mouthing the well docu-
mented problems that result when
housing and other needs are not ade-
quately met. The folklore of boomtowns

— tales of crime, alcoholism, drug
abuse and broken families — has been
disseminated throughout the West
According to many experts, “sociocco-
nomic impacts,” as the jargon describes
them, may prove to be the biggest bar-
rier to successfully completing large
ENergy projects.

Denver Research Institute's Jack
Gilmore, a leading authority on boom-
towns, warns industry that if it doesn’t
take such problems seriously, a high our-
nover of employees results, and cost and
time overruns are inevitable, Moreover,
Gilmore said, "If vou don't make it your
business o manage these impacts in a
way that's acceptable to the community,
old residents and new, someonc will
manage-them (in a way that ) might not
be acceptable to you.”

Most of the large-scale solutions pro-
moted to manage community needs are
variations on the traditional company
town, uncarthed and refined for a more
sophisticated audience.

While Battlement Mesa officials flatly
and repeatedly contend, “it is not a com-
pany town,” the concept is the same,
except for a few significant differences.
Exxon and Tosco aren't building the
housing; the companies are putting in
the needed roads, utilities and com-
munity facilities, then
improved land to builders. Anybody can
live at Battlement Mesa, not just Colony
employees.

But unique to this 3,000-acre devel-
opment is its magnitude — its backers
say they know of no similar energy-
related project, existing or planned, that
approaches its size.

On first drive up the siill unfinished
road from Parachute to Battlement

selling the '

Mesa, the uninitiated are often startled.

Wide boulevards are under construc-
tion, connecting hundreds of quickly
planted mobile homes to apartments
and single family homes now under con-
struction. Oversized water and sewer
systems are being built with an eve far
into the future. A pleasant looking com-
mercial center, complete with drive-up
parking, windowed fronts and wood
trim has drawn the first of many planned
businesses. A supermarket chain just
announced plans to locate the largest
grocery in western Colorado within the
development. An expansive $5 million-
plus recreation complex is now under
CONSruction.

The project is dramatic in scale and
pace. It is bringing both physical and
symbolic change in a big way.

An 18hole golf course is being
smoothed out on the mesa, and oil com-
pany officials still laugh that before they
arrived, there wasn't a single set of golf
clubs to be found within 15 miles.

Battlement Mesa looks like the newer
outskirts of many growing cities, though
this development is 60 miles east of
Grand Junction, the closest population
and commercial center. Battlement
Mesa resembles a slice of suburbia that
somehow strayed too far from its city.

That is no accident. Battlement Mesa
was designed in the 1970°s, before the
suburban trend peaked. Put simply, the
idea behind Battlement Mesa holds —
that if suburbs are where people want
to live, why not plop one down out here
to house oil shale workers?

Battlement Mesa Inc., an Exxon subsi-
diary, inherited the plans for Battlement
Mesa from Atlantic Richficld Co. In a
$400 million deal finalized last year,
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Exxon received Arco's majority interest
in both the Colony oil shale project and
Battlement Mesa community project.

Exxon and Tosco have made no big
changes, so far, in the development
plans.

While some consider Battlement
Mesa to be the state-of-the-art, others
see serious flaws. The blueprint for the
ultimate “company town” is by no
means finished.

A little ways down Interstate 70,
another huge corporation interested in
tapping the oil in western Colorado
shale, is laying the ground for a new
community far different from Bartle-
ment Mesa.

Chevron, a subsidiary of Standard Oil
of California, is now seeking permits for
a shale plant twice the size of Colony,
one that would cost 36 billion and pro-
duce 100,000 barrels of il a day. Chey-
ron is also at work with DeBeque, a
slecpy farm town that lies at the end of
the Clear Creek Valley, near which the
firm is planning 0 mine its shale
DeBeque is expected to quickly lose its
rural innocence, and grow from a pres-
ent population of about 300 to 27,000
within 15 years.

Chevron's Clear Creck project is
years behind Exxon and Tosco's Colony
project, and has no need to immediately
throw up a housing project like Battle-
ment Mesa. 50 the company has more
time to talk and to plan.

Chevron  came  into town after
announcing its staggering project, with
a pledge to “do things differenthy™ from
other oil companies. Shortly thereafter,
the firm signed an agreement with
DeBeque officials that commits it to
working with the town at every stage of
its plans.

Work so far has revealed a concept

“Who would ever have guessed that a
25-by-100 foot lot in Parachute would
be selling for $25,0007?”

— Charlie Pence (above), President of Battlement Mesa

decidedly different from that of Barttle-
ment Mesa. Whereas Parachute was
yvpassed in favor of uninhabited pas-
turcland to the south on Bartlement
Mesa, DeBeque will be the center of
Chevron's new city,

The question of whether to build a
new town from scratch or work with
existing communities is one likely to be
asked at other energy boom areas in the
future. More ideological planners say
that if any semblence of community is to
be preserved, existing towns should be
added to, not sidestepped. That, of

course, has its problems. Roads and util-
ities are not easily altered in older
towns. Politically, even rural and con-
senvative residents have been known to
start bickering over the growth issue
once the bulldozers start rolling,
Gene Harrison, the project manager

for Chevron, has been spending a lot of

time quelling fears in DeBeque. Harri-
son said be is committed to building a
new city out of the small town and “not
hurting anybody™ in the process.

He admits he is not your average oil
executive, and attempts to prove it by

Prototype for Battlement Mesa

ARCO might makes Wright

Wiright, Wyn. — "What first struck
me, the town was clean,” said Cathy
Gunzenhauser, who came here two and
a half vears apo. "I've got kids in school,
and I'm impressed with the school sys-
tem... | think it will probably work.”

Wright, Wyo., has been in the works
for five years now, and in many ways it

| prefigures the big development being

built from scratch on Battlement Mesa
in Colorado. The reason for the resemb-
lance is simple: Wright was developed
by the Atlantic Richfield Corp.’s Com-
munity Planning Division, headed by
mastermind Bob Huff, the same folks

| responsible for conceiving Bartlement

Mesa,

Exxon bought ARCO's interest in Bat-
tlement Mesa and nearby oil shale dep-
osits last year, but their officials are
procecding along the lines drawn by
ARCO,

Wright is ARCO's pioneering effort in
the community planning field It was
built to provide homes and pleasant sur-

| roundings for emplovees at ARCO's
| Thunder Basin Mine, which produces

from the large, shallow coal seams here
on the nearly featureless plains of east-
ern Wyoming's Powder River Basin.

Wright is a company town — owned
primarily and run by Housing Services,
Inc., which, in turn, is wholly owned by
ARCO. ARCO started with 744 acres
bought from rancher Lester Wright,
who still lives in the area. Now it has
bought another 2,000 acres across the
highway, although officials say they have
no specific plans to use the additional
acreage.

It is a town without history. You can-
not read its life from its architecture,
which is all new, nor from its growth,
which is so orderly there is no telling
whart came first. It has a district near the
highway packed with trailers, a cluster
of apartments, a group of condomini-
ums, some duplexes, and moving back
from the highway, winding streets of

single family dwellings. On a hill to the
south, with a panoramic view of, well,
nothing, sit the finer homes, many
belonging to ARCO  management
personnel.

Streets are wide, traffic scarce. There
are many empty new houses, but, real
estate agents point out, very little hous-
ing wurmover. The problem is not that
anybody has left — rather, the slumping
coal industry has failed to bring a steady
stream of workers, and the housing con-
struction is ahead of demand.

At the grammar school, which serves
292 children, the kids have a large play-
ground with shiny new equipment. A
high school is scheduled for completion
in Seprember, 1983 — for 1982, child-
ren of high school age are shipped to
Gillette, 50 miles away.

ARCO's reasons for creating Wright
are obwious — a community near the
mine creates stability. “Turnover at
Thunder Basin would be more like 40
percent if it weren't for Wright,” said
Gary Vandenbergh, of Housing Services,
Inc. Instead, turnover is about one per-
cent per month,

Huff said that ARCO figured the alter-
native — a long commute for workers
from Gillette — would have meant
ahsenteeism  during bad weather,
broken families, a strain on Gilletie's
already-overburdened water and sew-
age systems.

Nor is the company likely to lose
money on the project. Other mines in
the area are scheduled to open in the
next few years, oil and gas is sparking
interest in the area and a coal slurry
pipeline could be gurgling through
town in the next decade. Most of the
workers on these projects are gravitat-
ing toward Wright.

Housing Services, Inc., sells to devel-
opers, who then build within ARCO's
guidelines and re-sell to individuals,

Some residents of the town claim prices

ar¢ more than 10 percent higher in

from scratch

Wright than in Gillette, but developers
contend  they have taken a beating
because growth has not lived up to
expectations.

Times may be less than perfect for
developers, but Vandenbergh, of Hous-
ing Services, Inc., sees more growth
ahead. “ARCO towers,” a big 32,600
square-foot company building, is under
construction; a dentist and rwo optome-
trists have moved to Wright: amotel has
been proposed; and company officials
predict a population of 7,500 by 1987.

ARCO has an incentive program
encouraging employees to buy in
Wright. Depending on the length of
time they stay with the company, the
subsidy grows. The workers sometimes
ask if, 10 years down the road, the high
price of a Wright house can be reco-
vered. Vandenbergh confidently pre-
dicts a 50 year life for the town.

There are some problems, however.
One is that the town still struggles for an

-identity — a problem that some feel

would be alleviated by incorporating,
Though ARCO encourages such amove,
the tax base must grow considerably
before it will be possible. Second, there
is a decidedly naked strip of land up the
town's center, an alleged park. “It's diffi-
cult to grow grass in Wright,” acknowl-
edged Vandenbergh, though he says
they have plenty of well-water.

And finally, there are the twin prob-
lems known to energy boomtowns ever-
ywhere, regardless of the layout:
Loneliness and boredom. Even the
developers feel that

"On weekends if you don't have work
around the house,” said Vandenbergh,
“there’s nothing to do.” There are
amenities like a gym and olympic size
pool, but, said Vandenbergh, who
moved here from California, "I'm the
only one there in the mornings using it.

“I volunteer for all sorts of things,” he
said. “But my wife's homesick.”

— Geoffrey O'Gara
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using calming phrascs. “We're not try-
ing to shoot off a rocket here, we're
trving to grow a tree.” His vision for the
new DeBeque is of a "new age” version
of the small villages of England, where
Harrison lived before coming to
Colorado.

In contrast to Battlement Mesa, Chev-
ron’s town will be built for compact-
ness, O expansiveness, Harrison vows,
Walking, not driving, will be the rule,
housing will be clustered and commer-
cial centers will be planned
accordingly.

"We're trving to set Chevron up here
in the community of the 1990°s," Harri-
son said. “Then, we will be more
resource short than we are now. Every-
thing is going o be more expensive,
especially energy.”

Transportation fuels like gasoline will
be more expensive in the future, Harri-
son figures — the fact that oil shale is
being developed seems to bear this out
Thus, workers of the 1990's will be
more interested in reducing commut
ing costs and time than are workers
today.

It is still too early to make predictions
on Harrison's plan. “Maybe I'll be able to
sell it, maybe | won't,” he conceded

Up the road, Pence of Battlement
Mesa looks on with interest.

"My guess is that he'll do well,” Pence
said. “But he is working against some
realities of developing, Planning com-
MIsSsions are very sensitive to densitics
There needs to be a lot more public
acceptance of these ideas before they
come about.

“It's hard to say,” he added. “Maybe
Gene's timing is just right.”

PETROGLYPH
NOTECARDS

Broun ink on sandstone-colored

. paper. No greeting. Set of 20
cards with envelopes (10 of eaich
design ). Send $5.00 plus 95¢ pos-
tage per set to Kathy Bogan, HCN,
Box K lander, Wyo. 82520
Wyoming residents add 3% sales
tax. All proceeds go to High Coun-
fry News.
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eople “as rugged as the la

“Some say there is no difference in sheep. But I can tell them one from the other. I could not do “T've got nothin’ but old wrecks around bere. The kid's theanly thing that's not on i
the same with cous. " Justo Mofin, sheghberder, Rangefy. or dead.” Mace Cox and son Danny, Rangely.

W] LA iRt L - q a4 Lis s i -".
“Ihis dry old country..it promises you everything and gives you T put up 1500 quarts of things last year so the family worddn 't “When [ die I want my bide tanned and made fnto
nothin’, or it promises you nothin’ and gives you everything. " Robert starve.” Ruth Kirty, Rangely. saddle, That way 'l always be between the fwo thi

— a good borse and a beautiful woman.” Minfor

and Ocle Young, Squaw Point.
Elke Springs.
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be land itself”
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Story and photos by Nancy Wood

Craig, Colo. — The land is deceptively calm. About five
thousand square miles is a wind-blasted no-man’s land
where rivers like the Green and Yampa have cut deep
gashes through the sandstone where dinosaurs once
roamed.

south along U.S. 40 there is hardly a sign of civilization.
A few small towns with names like Maybell, Lay, Elk
Springs, Massadona, Blue Mountain, Dinosaur. A few huge
ranches where it takes as much asa hundred acres tofeed
a single cow. It's a land of frontier tradition and tall tales,
[ERLED

Butch Cassidy hid out here for years. It was also the
scene of bloody cattle and sheep wars, perennial cattle
rustling, bank robberies, regular hangings, and shoot-'em-
up cowboys. Until recently, thousands of wild horses
roamed the sage flats and deep washes until the Bureau of
Land Management hired a bunch of local cowboys to
round them up for “humane” disposal or for adoption.

Beneath the surface of Colorado’s last frontier another
kind of drama is emerging. By the time it's through, the
land will be permanently changed and the die-hards who
have lived in a way as rugged as the land itself either
tamed or displaced.

Around Craig, which until afew years ago had a popula-
tion of about 500 and was a quiet little cow town, the coal
mining boom is on. More than 2000 workers and their
families have arrived and with them a whole new set of
problems. In three years, crime has risen almost 1000
percent, reason enough for natives to start locking their
doors and grambling about hoodlums, hippies and plain
old newcomers who are bound to ruin not only the
once-pristine air and water, but all of the old values as
well.

A hundred miles or so farther south, the oil shale
industry is rapidly displacing the same sort of life. Energy
companics are gobbling up old family ranches, pouring
concrete, and blasting holes in the ground almost as fast
as the people can pack up and move. Towns like Rifle and
Meeker are facing the onslaught with little knowledge of
how to deal with big city problems. It's the end of an era
here, a traumatic leap from a frontier mentality to a space
age technology in the span of a few short years

e eicl's theanty thing that's not on s last legs

But along the back roads of this still-wild country a
handful of people cling to the only way oflife they've ever
known. There are men who still hunt wild horses that the
BIM failed to find, others who trap coyotes for a living,
still others who ranch the rugged terrain the way their
fathers and grandfathers did; there are also women
who've learned to accept hardship as a fact of life. They
still put up vegetables in summer, make their own
clothes, and drive a hundred miles to the store. Out here
there is even a one-room schoolhouse at a remote bend in
the road called Brown's Park where the Wild Bunch used
to hang out; there are aluminum-covered Conestoga wag:
ons where sheepherders live in a way virtually unchanged
for a century or more.

But even among this hardy, stubborn, almost romantic-
ized group there is a sense of doom. Kids are no longer
willing to work the family ranches because they can make
more money in the Rangely oil fields. And with the price
of cattle the lowest in many years, ranchers are going
broke, forced to sell out to corporations, Arabs and

. ahsentee millionaire owners looking for a tax shelter.

As one old timer put it: “When people my age and a
little bit younger die off, there’s nobody arcund who'll
know the life we lived. There's no way. [ don’t know if we
were any better having lived that type oflife. We just have
knowledge of our own time. That's all you people will
have. You'll have knowledge of a different time.”

Nancy Wood is a freelance writer and photographer in
Colorado Springs, Colorado. She is the author of Grass
Roots People, published by Harper & Row, New York,
from which this article is excerpted. It was paid for by the
High Country News Research Fund.

parit iy bide tanned and made into a woman's riding
ay I'll alwa)s be between the two things I love the most
se and a besutiful woman.” Minford Beard, rancher,

Boyd Walker and bis ranch along Vermilion Creek, Brown's Park.
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Small town editors shoot it out

by Michael Moss

Paonia, Colo. — Inthe upper reaches
of the North Fork Valley, just west of
MeClure Pass and just south of the lava-
rimmed Grand Mesa, sits the town of
Paonia.

There are for the 1,425 rural moun-
tain residents, one supermarket, one
savings and loan, one insurance agent
and auto repairman, one tablecloth res-
taurant and one purveyor of fine wines.
But there are rwo weekly newspapers,
with two distinct editorial policies, and
two very different approaches to cover-
ing the local news,

Their kind of shoot-it-out journalism
is a weak holdover from the combative
19th century style made famous by Mark
Twain. The town of Durango to the
south in 1882 offered its 3,500 citizens
three weeklies and four dailies. Editorial
brawls in Main Street were not unheard
of. The Paonia press today spews more
smoke than fire.

The papers are a rarity, however. inan
era when even the nation's capital has
lost a competing press, In Paonia, where
King Coal is racing Reddy Kilowatt for
turf in the valley's famed fruit orchards,
they reflect the conflict over growth
issues facing so many communitics in
the Rocky Mountains rich with energy
SOUTCEes.

Paonia is on the edge of the energy
hoom. Its motels house tourists and not
nil field workers. Its streets have few
pickups with metallic glint and stereo
sound, Its children attend class in per-
manent buildings taught by teachers
who guided their parents.

The spillover, however, is already evi-
dent. Some roads are pitted by coal
truck traffic. Social service agencies are
getting more calls. The donut shop
owner no longer recognizes half of the
patrons.

With only one future to choose, and
little time to choose it, Paonians have
two different printed opinions to select
from, Which view they'll agree with, and
whether they're even paying attention,
are more matters of opinion and fodder
for editorial fray.

The Paonia papers, certainly, are pul-
ling few punches.

“I'm a throwback,” said John Ponce,
filling his pipe with Borkum Red Cherry.
“I'm a hundred year old man. And my
style of journalism is unlike that of any
other newspaper in Colorado.”

Ponce, with business help from his
wife Linda, runs the Paonfan Herald.
With his subscriber list stretching to
reach 2,400, he’s the underdog, bowing
to his rival on circulation, advertising
and, many feel, journalistic quality. Like

his logger's dress of suspended blue
jeans and checkered flannel, with an
expanse of beard to match, it's a role
with which Ponce is comfortable, and in
fact has groomed for himself.

Around him two desks, a typesetter
and office equipment occupy what once
was the garage of his home on Second
street. Above his desk are antiques he
has scavenged from the hills. Behind isa
collage of wall decorations dominated
by a poster of Lou Grant exclaiming: “A
letter to the editor is democracy in
action. Get in the act and write.”

Ignoring the pre-season Denver
Bronco game on the radio, Ponce puffed
and said if you're one of the silent major-
ity by his definition, in Paonia you'll read
the Herald.

“1 mean that nebulous, middle to
upper middle class group of shopkeep-
ing, blue collar — whatever — who've
been here for 25 years gerting socked,
paying their ducs and taxes, and not
really saying a hell of a lot,” he said.
“People who will privately speak out
over coffee at the diner, but who would
never stick their hand up to be counted
if the KKK was running through town.”

A Papnian for only three years, just
turned 31, and yet to turn a profit on the
Herald or attract any sizeable income
tax, Ponce admitted he ill fits the major-
ity stereotype. Yet he believes he speaks
for them, and if he can, riles them up to
be counted. It has earned him a reputa-
tion among his rival’s readers asa “joke,”
a "demagogue,” and as a man who, said
health food store owner Buzz Burrell,
makes Interior Secretary “James Watt
look like Rachel Carson.”™

Ponce may be a joke, said George
Gault, but few people are paying
enough attention to laugh. "Nobody can
read in this county,” said Gault, whose
periodic cynicism comes with his job as
county planner down valley in the seat,
Delta. He blames the pecularity not on
illiteracy, but on a bad case of public
apathy.

Marty Cook, despite the optimism
gained by cradling four-week-old Shel-
ley on her living room couch, said she
has to agree. How many people, she
wondered aloud, really bothered to go
through thar carefully conjured editor-
ial on sales tax redistribution, or the
discourse on the Sagebrush Rebellion
and federalism, or last week’s lengthy
analysis of revenue bonds.

“He's more concerned that the
weather last night is going to hurt his
crops,” she said of the average reader.
“WWhen he does pay attention, it's on the
small things - the sports, events and
social affairs.”

Marty, along with her husband David,
runs the Nowth Fork Times. Boasting
3,400 readers, it is the Herald's larger,
better established rival.

Like Ponce, the Cooks are comforta-
ble with their role. They came from St
Louis last winter — he a lawyer, she a
nine-year veteran teacher of high school
journalism. With an office on Main
Street and a staff double that of Ponce's,
they carry a respectability in the town
their modern home overlooks,

"People have tagged us as pro-
growthers and no-growthers,”  said
David Cook. "One week we'll get smiles,
the next frowms, But regardless of edi-
torial stands, we strive for fair, accurate
reporting,”

Apathy maykill their readers’ appetite
for the meatier subjects. But once they
reach an opinion on the most complex
of issues, there's a spirit here that leads
Paonians to hold on firmly. Gault called
it a conservatism that prods Paonians to
“jump on the first bandwagon that
comes along and stick with it even if it
gores them.” Resident carpenter How-
ard Robinson calls it “fundamentalism,”
and it’s why, he says, Paonia made
Ripley’s Believe [t or Not for setting a per
capita record with its 20 churches.

It matters here whether you attend
the red brick Friends Church or the
redwood-paneled Sacred Heart. And it
matters, s1ys Ponce, whether you read
the Herald or the Times.

By day in Paonia, coal trucks rush to
meet waiting trains, while by night, the
hillsides glimmer with lights leading
swing shift crews to the mines. This is
coal country, more than once called Lit-
tle Appalachia. Nearby Somerset, in fact,
was named for a coal mining town in
Pennsylvania.

The North Fork Valley is also cattle
country, with tiny western gems like
Austin — known largely as a mailing
address for the 58 miles of rural mail-
boxes it services, Cory — named after
the postmaster’s wife in whose kitchen
the postal business started in 1902;
Hotchkiss — an enclave of painters and
potters and stoneworkers,

It's also orchard country. The valley’s
golden delicious apples, sweet cherries,
pears and JR Hale peaches — all
equally spared a killing frost blanket by
dawn breezes the locals call “million
dollar” winds — swept the 1893 Chi-
cago World's Fair and today compete
handily even with California fruits.

It's the established home of miners
and small business families. It's the new
home for a wave of alternative lifestyle
people and retired West Coasters.

The myriad of forces in Paonia — coal
and the crops, young and the old, work-
ing and the jobless — defy stereotyping,
In the papers you can find side by side
advertisements for Colorado Consoli-
dated Coal Company and Be Here Now
Natural Foods, Molly's Daily Bread and
Grand Mesa Television.

Debates flare over mosquito spraying,
road construction and unions. For
Ponce, it's a gold mine of editorial
(‘tmlﬂ}\'{.‘!’ﬁ}'.

For anarch rival, Ponce has chosen W
Mitchell (no period after the W), who
as the liberal mayor of Crested Butte just
30 miles by dirt road over Kebler Pass,
epitomized the "we got ours — screw
vou" clitist attitude Ponce derides. In
one memorable editorial last August,
Ponce intoned that AMAX Company
officials were correct in thinking that
Mitchell had opposed their molybde-
num mining efforts once too often. Next
to a photo of Mitchell, who in a wheel-
chair bears handicaps including star-
tling scars from a severe fire accident,
Ponce headlined: "Bumed once too
few.”

Three months earlier he warned that
unless new powerlines are approved by
the Delta commissioners, there would
be “rolling blackouts” and the "bright-
est thing visible on the road down to
Delta would be the moonlight glint of
gun barrels from the backs of pickup
trucks.”

Ponce ran front page stories for
weeks blasting a county commissioner
who let slip the gaff that coal miners
needed more than average social ser-
vice because they were drunks and beat
their wives, an opinion the commis-
sioner unsuccessiully tried to retract. In
other news stories he editorially
debunks the economics of the valley’s
agricultural industry.

Ponce also does not restrict himself
to the paper. He personally hosted a
negotiation session between U5 Steel
and the federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency when it became apparent
the agency's air quality rules might shut
down the Salt Lake City mill, drying up
the market for Paonia’s ore supplics.
And during a recent city council meet-
ing, Ponce repeatedly interrupted to ask
guestions, jest with the commissioners,
and even debate the merits of the issue
being discussed. In contrast, the Times
reporter sat silent.

*You're not going to get conservative
people to comment publicly unless
they're hot,” said Ponce, defending his
style. “And that's one of my goals, to get
them hot. One hundred years ago a man
like Mark Twain could write, ‘Hang the
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No T¥me But Place: A Prairie Pastoral by
Jeff and Jessica Pearson, 1980; $16.95,
hardcover; 285 pages. McGraw-Hill
Book Company.

Review by Michael Moss

Writing about home is a delicate busi-
ness. You can bore the reader with
domestic platitudes, or irritate your
community with firm honesty; sell
books, or keep friends.

A few writers brave the danger,
including Carol Bly, who with uncen-
sored criticism examined her home —
Madison, Minn,, population 2,242 — and
life in the rural Midwest in Letters from
the Country.

She found  holidays plagued by
extended-family get-togethers, in which
Rice Krispics bars mingled with dull
conversation; artistic creativity stifled
by cynicism; public opinion set not by
personal honesty but by the correctness
of a stance; feelings repressed from the
first day in school onward; relicf when
blizzards closed out the world, leaving
the nuclear family to its own weave of
closeness.

Wendell Berry probably also gets
cold stares {or secretive nods of agree-
ment ) from neighbors for his revealing

Judge.” He could rave and lambast and
compare him to a horse’s ass. And the
people would love it”

No issue has divided Paonia more
than the recent proposal by the Atlantic
Richfield Company to double the val-
ley's coal production by opening a new
mine just east of town. Again, for Ponce,
it has been a hot ticket for unabashed
editorials.

“Had ARCO come in as the Joe Smith
Coal Company, they would have been
mining coal 18 months ago,” he said.
“But they came in as multi-national
energy corporation ARCO and it was
like year-round clk season here,

“The call to arms went out across the
mation, and almost like that Diablo
Canyon nuke thing. License plates of
every color, name and number came
into town with people eager to work in
apposition to ARCO,

“The interest in this thing defies two
facts. ARCO's proposal is not that big a
deal; it got a two line mention in Cogl
Age magazine. And sccond, this is coal
mining country.”

While Ponce cheered the mine plan,
the Cooks were uneasy. They guest-
oned the mine's benefits and its possible
impacts on the groundwater that feeds
the valley's orchards. Subsidence could
crush the aqguifer's delicate system, they
— and some farmers — feared, There
are both court suits and administrative
appeals flying in Denver and Washing.
ton, D.C., over the issue.

The Cooks’ doubts, in contrast to
Ponce's boosterism, hive been cast in
reserved tones. That may be due to their
newness to Paonia. The previous Times
editors, Ed and Susan Marston, emi-
grated to Paonia in 1975 from New York
City. They waited a full year before
adopting their eventually strident edi-
torial stands that, with few exceptions,
sided with Paomia's young, the fruit
growers and those cautious of change.

Ponce’s predecessors, in turn, took
even harsher stands. Damon and Linda
Hubbard ten years ago in a column
called the “Hell Box" opined against
gun control and said the number one
pollution problem in town was hippies:
“Poor white trash, long-hair creeps,
filthy, unkempt and stinking.”

The Cooks, however, prefer to attrib-
ute their middle-of-the-road posturing
not to newcomers shyness, but rather
to a perception that the growth ques-
tions Paonians are grappling with are
too complex for simple editorial

_solutions.

Planner Gault shares their taste for
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Something to write home about

inspections of the rural East. And so

Harry Caudill, for his masterpiece, Night

Comes o the Cumberlands.

Writing about someonc else’s home
is a similarly delicate affair, especially if
you fall in love. Jeff and Jessica Pearson
fell in love with someone else’s home.

Four years ago they quit their jobs in
Denver — he a lawyer, she a sociologist —
and moved to rural Colorado, near the
Oklahoma border. For a year they lived
the rural life. Jeff went into the fields,
and ook coffee mornings at the cafe. He
opened a part-time law practice. Jessica
went to Tupperware parties and classes
in Christian Womanhood and she sub-
stitute taught. They both attended
church dances and high school games,
and both interviewed over one hundred
residents, taping sessions of two to fif-
teen hours.

What they found, on the western
edge of the Great Dust Bowl, isapeople
who have endured; who have adapted;
who, with “plodding, unsentimental
and ahistorical souls, have built a life in
which surviving is a sweetly morbid
cxperience.”

such mixture is also found in No Time
But Place, which strives to balance
emotion with honesty. Their portrayals
of rural life are startlingly clear,

His is a world of tool-littered pickups,
burning crops, cafe gossip, tobacco and

evenings in front of the television con-
sole, writes Jeff. Men's lives are traced
through the harvest, around the cafe
tables, to the bank. ]

Hers is a world of children, hot meals,
sceping dust, catalog shopping, and
glasses of iced tea with the Avon lady,
writes Jessica. She traces their lives and
wonders where all the romance has
gone. “It's plain. Into shopping in town
and fetching the mail; into visits and
children and sales: into crinoline and
organdy dresses and pastel curtains and
porcelain figurines; into cooking and
cleaning and diapers and detergents;
television, praver meetings, velveteen
divans and wall-to-wall shag, muddy
boots in the foyer and blood-spattered
branding jeans in the hamper; over-
cooked meat and lard on the griddle.”

Describing the town's feedlot, the
authors arc just as vivid: “Those who
start healthy rarely stay that way, for the
feed lot is really a ghetto, albeit a well-
fed one. The most gluttonous heifers
suffer prolapsis: their uteruses pop out
and hang, pink and bloody. Some steers
pop their anuses. Others somehow
excite their neutered penmates and are
ridden until their backs break. The
dried ground cover of dirt and manure,
inhaled, causes respiratory diseases
Abscesses and infections arise from
crowding and scraping at the feed

bunks and along the pen fences. Acido-
sis is common. Fermentation in the
rumen goes awry, and alcohol manufac-
tured to absorb it causes drunken
stumbling.”

Through seventeen interviews in the
style of Studs Terkel ( author of Working
and Division Street), they show plainly
the people of rural Colorado. And des-
pite drugs, the addiction to television,
the high school varsity game and its fer-
vent civism, the divorces and Main
street dragging, despite these they find a
place to love — aplace that is home to its
residents.

They even find revolt when in 1977 at
the end of their stay, neighbor Karl Bil-
lings started the American Agricultural
Movement, which sent lines of four-
wheel-drive tractors through the
nation’s capital asking for 100 percent of
parity for their crops.

In opening, they urge the reader to
“imagine now this land where few out
siders venture. Imagine the winds. the
droughts, the fine granules of dust in the
food. Imagine the people, the grease
and starch in the diets. the hellfire in
their religions, the determination in
their eyes, the urgeney of their cheers
for the team.” In leaving, at the end of
their year's commitment, they sigh,
“Hello, time. Good-bye, place.” The
reader, too, will leave a place.

the intricacies of the growth debate — a
debate raging in other communities just
north of Delta County in the oil shale
country of northwestern Colorado. Cit-
jes like Grand Junction, population
80,000, where the motels are perman-
ently occupied by workers plying the
cnergy trade; towns like DeBeque, pop-
ulation 250, on which Chevron Oil Cor-
poration plans to overlay a synthetic
fuels-based community of 2,500 people
sometime in this decade.

In Paonia, where retail sales and
employment rates have held steady for
decades, growth per se is not the issue.
“Evervone wants jobs,” said Kathy Hop-
kins, manager of Paonia's community
padio station. “The question is what
kind of johs.”

With one answer is Roger Blouch,
one of several staffers for a group called
Club 20, which since its start in 195 3 has
promoted economic development for
Colorado's 20 Western Slope countics,
Today the emphasis of Club 20 is on
energy-related enterprise. “"Our biggest
crop in Delta County is young people,
who we export more of than any other
county in Colorado,” said Blouch, a Pao-
nia landowner and former real estate
salesman, “Sure I'm for agriculture, and
the small businessman. But we've got to
get new jobs wherever we can get them
and energy these days looks like the best
bet.”

With another answer is Craig Sabatke
the young head of a not-for-profit con-
sulting firm called Forward Delta
County. To Sabatke, as well as planner
Gault, the danger of Club 20's reliance
on energy growth is a "hollow econ-
omy”’ — one that may roll along fine,
racking up new points in employment
and tax bases, until one day busting with
the inevitable decline in ecnergy
production.

The solution, he said — and he has
reams of statistcs o help prove his
point — is to diversify the economy by
creating new jobs not related to oil or
natural gas or uranium or coal or oil
shale or any other nonrenewable energy
source. Sabatke wants to see new jobsin
tourism, agriculture, and small retail or
wholesale business. To further boost his
point of view, he has collected data that
shows many of the county’s LOOD unem-
ployed aren’t qualified for coal mine or
power plant jobs.

Lined up like corner gasstation rivals,
the Paonia press has chosen sides — the
Herald for Blouch and energy; the
Times for Sabatke and alternatives. But

the readers of neither paper throughout {

(CLASSIFI

the area, say many observers, are listen-
ing, Said a frustrated Sabatke: “In Delta
County, you're either for it or against it.
The facts just don’t matter.”

Ponce agreed and said that's what
he's trying to change. “There are people
here with an axe to grind,” he said. "And
I saylet them grind them out in public. If
it gets into name calling, that's fine. At
least somewhere in that the murkiness
will ¢lear and their philosophies will be
heard.”

Ponce gives lots of room in the
Herald to Blouch, who defends his often
strident guest editorials and letters by
asking, “Why can’t citizens get up and
hoot and howl? Married people do it. It
polarizes things for a while, but it also
blows all the plugs out and opens the
lines of communication.”

Change rocks Paonia like oo many
hirds on a powerline. The only fruit pro-
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director. Responsibilitics include admingstration,  fun-
draising, editorial and planning. Experience in running 2
non-profit husiness and experience in jourmalism desics
hle, %end resume o Search Commitice, High Country
Foundation, Box K Lander, Wyoming 2520

SIERRA CLUB seeking director for Community Energy
Progect, Applicants must have pwo years” experience in
community energy planning and/or grassrots organiz-
ing and knowledge of comservation and renewable energy
concepts. Requires extensive wravel, Responsibilities
include selecting and working with 6-12 communities to
develop bocal energy plans. Position funded for 6 menths
with possible extension to one year. Salary 2 annual rate
of £18,000-522 000, Preferahly located m Madison, Wis-
consin; Lincoln, Mebraska; or San Franciseo, California
where the Club has offices. Send resume o Sierra Club
Personned Dept., 530 Bush Street, San Francison, CA
44108, Application deadline: December 31, 1981

cessor shipped his last box of cherries
this summer, Besides ARCO, energy-
related development includes a trio of
projects by the Colorado-Ute Electrical
Association — a coal-fired power plant
down in Delta; a new reservoir near
Paonia; a new powerline running 115
kilovolts right through the North Fork
Valley.

Some are unaffected, even unaware.
“What changes?” asked Pam Bliss and
Manet Holvoet, who left the Herald's
employ before Ponce's time 1o start an
achvertising-only paper.

To all, however, the Paonia press
reaches out. The Times with its careful
facts; the Herald with its raucous rav-
ings. Rivals they remain, but also, per-
haps, cohorts in a conspiracy to incite a
sleepy citizenry to play a role in their
furure, while time remains for public
choice.D

1)  SAVER
SHOWER

Save Water & Energy
Pays for ltselt in 2 Months

GREAT SHOWERS
EVEN AT LOW PRESSURE!

Saver Shower Deluxe £13.85
Standard, w! out throttle valve £9.95
Saver Sink Asralor . 5185

Teton Tinkers & Traders
Box 91, Victor, 1D 83455
(20B)TAT-2485

Clivus Multrom

An environmentally sound, water-
less waste treatment system for
homes, cabins and campgrounds.
Composts toilet wastes and or-
ganic garbage into a rich fertilizer,
conserving nutrients, water and
energy.

/ COMPOST
/
L

WASTES GARDEN

FOOD

FOR INFORMATION AND NAME
OF NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR CON-
TACT:

Clivus Multrum Northern Rockies
205 Meadows Rd.

Whitefish, MT 59937

{406) 862-3854
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Colorado legislators target taxes

by Michael Moss

In a few weeks a number of women
and men throughout Colorado will
cease their holiday revelry, journey to
the state capitol, pull up their chairs and
take up the business of legislating,

How long they'll stay and what they'll
accomplish remains to be seen. Many
are hoping the session will be short and
sweer; their New Year's resolution will
be to get re-elected in "82. But a few
burning issuecs are likely to demand
their attention. And, combined with
political maneuverings in other forums
— on the ballot and behind task force
doors — they may forge several new
policies for the Centennial State.

Coping with growth will top the
agenda. Colorado is nearing the three
million population mark, up 51 percent
from a decade ago with a growth rate
just behind Idaho, Utah and Wyoming.
Over two-thirds of its people live along
the Front Range, in cities and suburbs
stretching from Denver north to Ft, Col-
lins and south to Colorado Springs.

Colorado ranks 26th in total federal
outlays and collects the fifth largest
share of the Department of Interior's
expenditures. Its share of the Rocky
Mountains attracts miners and tourists,
lured by the wealth of the Climax
molybdenum mine or the wonder of the
Garden of the Gods. A growing indus-
trial and financial base in Denver helps
give Colorado the 10th largest median
family income in the country.

Its voters defy stereotyping. They'll
cast their ballot for Ronald Reagan,
while returning to the Senate Gary Hart,
a liberal Democrat unsuccessfully hit-
listed by the New Right in 1980. Over
one-third of the voters register Inde-
pendent, last year giving John Anderson
one of his biggest votes in the presiden-
tial election. :

True to'the Jeffersonian tradition of
an amateur legislature, Colorado's legis-
lators will be leaving behind in January a
myriad of professions — banking in Nor-

wood, switching railroad tracks in Come-
merce City, selling real estate in
Greeley. Most are male, white, of sub-
stantial income, with business back-
grounds and for now at least, solidly
Republican in both houses.

They share a conservative bent that
has brought conflicts with Gov. Dick
Lamm, a Democrat who came of politi-
cal age in 1972 fighting for environmen-
tal causes. Lamm's legislative dream —
to prepare for energy growth by careful
planning and increasing the mineral sev-
erance taxes — has been consistently
rebuffed by the legislature,

Boosting the state’s mineral taxes,
now some of the lowest in the region, is
again likely to confront Colorado law-
makers. Agenda items in the upcoming
session, a “short” one, are limited to the
Governor's choices. Despite its political
volatility, the severance tax rate is likely
to be included, said Sue O'Bricn,
Lamm’s press secretary.

Basically working toward the same
goal is a broad-based citizen's political
group, IMPACT, which hopes to put on
the 1982 ballot an initiative that scts a
higher metallic and energy minerals sev-
erance tax. As now proposed, it would
require the General Assembly to set a
minimum seven percent rate, and spend
at least 75 percent of the revenue on
direct aid to communities, for programs
such as education, transportation, and
open space management. The balance
would be placed in a perpetual fund to
help create new jobs and economic
development, with the interest to be
spent on energy conservation efforts.

The Western Slope pro-development
group Club 20 will oppose increased
severance taxes, unless money can also
be levered to help communitics deal
with current growth problems. “Sever-
ance taxes won't start kicking in
revenue for ten years, when the oil shale
industry really gets moving,” said Club
20 director John Vanderhoof in Grand
Junction. He again expects to lobby fora
joint federal-state financing authority
that would assure enough general tax

funds to back revenue bonds for com-
munity development, repayable once
severance tax money rolls in

Also vying for a spot on the 1982
ballot is a bottle bill, which would
require a 5 cents refund on bottles and
cans and set a 1 cent handling charge for
all containers; pop top cans would be
banned. Gov. Lamm is backing the initia-
tive, but it is opposed by the Colorado
Association of Commerce and Industry
which successfully defeated a similar
attempt two years ago and helped
repeal the state’s litter law in 1979,

While the legislative and ballot
agendas will be combative, task forces
and citizens’ forums will be meeting
throughout the state and help resolve a
host of issues. Citizen involvement is a
hallmark of Colorado politics.

On the Western Slope, Club 20 will
be looking for ways to save the agricul-
tral industry from the havoc of energy
development, said Vanderhoof

In the central Rockies, the Northwest
Council of Governments plans to con-
tinue fighting transmountain water div-
ersions (with which the Front Range
drains Western Slope watersheds ), set
up a mobile communications van for
isolated communities, start the nation’s
first high altitude clean lake study at
Dillon (looking in part for acid rain
damage ), and find new ways to trans-
port people among Denver, Grand Junc-
tion and other towns,

On the Front Range, Citizens Against
the Lowry Landfill and the town of
Aurora will be looking for new sites and
recycling alternatives to remove the
hazardous waste dump from their back-
vard. Others will keep trying to remove
the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant
from its near-Denver perch.

A new Lamme-initiated forum called
the Water Roundtable will spend six
months looking for water supply solu-
tions for the Front Range, while a pri-
vate rescarch group called Project
Colorado will look at other Front Range
problems.

The legislature last session managed
to enact a new water project financing
board some call "Colorado’s Little
Bureau of Reclamation,” which will
have $30 million to finance new dams.
Transportation programs also got more
money, although a separate agency
remains a Lamm goal. Minimum stream
flow rules were redesigned, potentially
weakening the state's progressive pro-
gram to protect aguatic habitat, Some
mechanisms for resolving the hazardous
waste siting quandaries were set up.

However, Democratic legislators and
the Governor said it was a “relatively
unproductive  session,” according to
spokeswoman ('Brien. "We tried to
stay out of head-to-head confronta-
tions.”

Much of the legislature’s attention
will remain on the politically bloody
battle to reapportion the legislature,
redrawing lines to reflect new popula-
tion patterns. The fight has caught the
eve of the newly-formed Political Action
for Conservation, which is working to
help shape the new districts to the
advantage of environmentally-
conscious state office candidates.

Colorado’s  leading conservation
group, the Colorado Open Space Coun-
cil, will be directing most of its eight
staffers on national issues, including wil-
derness preservation, oil shale manage-
ment and  wild and scenic  river
protection. The Clean Air Coalition will
be rallying Coloradoans to help defend
the Clean Air Act.

Generally, though, 1982's major pol-
itical issue will be genting or staying
elected. Lamm, though still uncommit-
ted, is expected to run for a third term,;
state legislature races could tip the bal-
ance of party powers to the Democrats;
and predicts Nick Frangos, who's been
serving up food and drink to Capitol Hill
politicos since 1958 and is as good a
political forecaster as anyone, “nobody
will want to create any waves.”

Todd Engdahl contributed research to
this story.

DO-IT YOURSELF
INSIDE STORM WINDOW

10% Off Retail Price on
Extrusion and Glazing

Stabe apencies:

Department of Environmentsl Qrality
Ol and Gas Conservation Commission
Swie Engineer, and

State Geodogist

for injection wells is proposed to be diided 2

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuzant 1o ke Federal Safe Drinking Water Aot { Public Law 93 524 hand the regubations periaiming to the Undenground Ingection Control
Program (CRF 40, Parts 122 123, 124 and 146], and the Wyoming Adminisirative Procedures Act, 2 Fublic Hearing will he held on Tuesday,
December 15, 1981, in the House Chambers of the Caplind Building in Cheyenne, Wyoming, starting a4 %00 a,m., jointly by the follewieg

These agencies will hear public commsenes on the proposal by the State i aboptan Undergrovnd [mjection Control (V10 ) progrm and w
seek program approval from the Emaronmental Prodection Agency (EPAL

The EPA has develogped misimm requiressents for S2ate prograss i prosec wmilergprownd sowrces of deinking waner from endangermend
by the subsurface emplacement of fluids through well injection. A mechanian has been provided for Sabes to adminsier she progras. The
applicativn Ty the State o assume prisacy is predicited on a conrddinaved progrsm by participaring Stite agencies, Regulatory respoasshility

DEQ,Land Quality Division and Water Quakty Division - in sile Imiming, ol

DEQ, Water Quality Division - waste disposal and recharge wells (oter tan wolls rebibed 1o ol and gas operations |
il and Gas Conservation Commessim - oil and gas field injection wells and hydmcarhon storage wells

State Engineer - peathermal production wells, inchding wells for aguacultare and heat

DEQ,Water Quality - all remaining misovBanenus injection wells 1o be regulaied under the UIC program

with This Ad!

Write for prices and information

PLASTICRAFTS, INC.

2800 No. Speer
Denver, CO 80211
(303) 433-8801

Comsideration will be given s the proposal by the TEQ 1o assame primacy for the 110 Class 1, 10, IV and ¥ wells, and consideration of the
proposal by the O and Gas Conservation Commisiinn b dssume prmicy for the TG Class 11 wells,

The wexts of both proposals are availahle for inspection in the offices of DEG a1 1111 Essy Lineolvway and 401 Wist 19 Street,
Cheyenne, Wyonsng; Lander District Office, 210 Lincoln, Lander, Wyoming: sheridas District Office, 2160 Calfeen Avenue, Ssendan.
Wynming, In the offices of the (i and Gas Conservation Commission at | 23 Soath Durbin, Ceper, Wynming; in the offices of the Public Land
Commission at H24 Moneer Avenue, Cheyenne, Wyoming: in the offices of the Wyoming Genlogical Survey, Geological Survey Building,
Uniersity of Wyoming 21 Laramie, Wyoming: and in the office of the County Clerk i mch county m Wyoming

All persons desiring o be heard in this matier are notified to appear at the designated time and place. Oral statements will be acoepied an
the time of the bearmg, bt for the recond, writlen statements are encouraged at the time of the bearing or prior thereto. Written statements
will be accepted for 2 perind of fifieen (15) days afier December 15, 1951,

Those whi wishh b0 make 3 presenintion are requested 1o notfy the DEQor the Ol and Gas Conservation Commission. Notificaton md
seusements mziled in advance shoud be addresed e

Director, Depariment of Envirenmental Quality
Equality State Bank Buldmg

0il & Gas Sapervsor

0l & Gas Conservalion Commission

401 West 19th Sereet 123 Sowth Durbin (P.0. Box 2640

Cheyenne, WY B200Z; or Casper, WY B2602
Additional informasien an be obtained from the Director, Deparement of Envirnmental Qualiry and the O and Gas Supervisor.
A copy of the submission by the DE() or sy pert therend, can be olisined from the Director st 1 cost of 15 per page.
A copy of the submission by the 0 and Gas Conservation Commistion can be obtsined from. the Sapervisor, at o st of 812 cost
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WYOMING WATER TALKS

The Stage M water project, groundwater
research, and Gov. Ed Herschler's proposed water
development package will highlight the Dec. 3
mecting of the Wyoming Water Development
Commission, starting 10 am. in the State Engi-
neers  Conference Room, Barrett  Building.
Chevenne, Wy,

WATER RULE CHANGE
The water resources planning rules for avaricty
of project design, deauthorization and public par
ticipation programs have been revoked by the LS
Army Corps of Engineers. The announoement was
published in the Nov. 11 Federal Register, or is
available from James Johnson, Planning Division,
DHrectorate of Civil Works, Corps of Engincers,
HO), ISACE, Washington, DNC, 20314

IDAHO COMMENTS REQUESTELD

Bureau of Land Management planning criteria
and alterpative land use recommendations for five
wilderness study areas around Juniper Mounin
and the North Fork Owvhee River in Idaho will be
reviewed in two public meetings. The meetings
will be held at 7 pun. on Nowv. 19 in the Boise BLM
office. 3948 Development Ave, and on Nowv. 200
the Orayher County Cooperative building, Hwy
TH. _\.1;|r_-i'||:H_ Idaho, Written comments on the
plans will be received until Dee. 5 at the Boise
office.

COMMENT ON WASHAKIE

The deaft environmental impact statement for
ofl and gas exploration and leasing within the
Washakic Wilderness is svailable for public com-
mient. The deadline for comments is Jamary 22,
1982 Onby a few copies of the entire draft were
prepared due to high printing costs, but the LS
Forest Service said they prepared an 18-page sum-
miary in licu of the entire draft and that is “casy to
review and will meet the necds of many people.”
Copies are available at the Forest SUpCTvisors
office. P.O. Box %1, Cody, Wyo, 524 14; Clarks
Fork Ranger District, PO, Box 1023, Powell, W
A2435; Grevbull Ranger District, 2044 State, Moe
teetse, Wy, 82433 Wind River Ranger District,
PO Box 186, Dubois, Wyo B2513 or at the
Lander Ranger District, Hwy, 287 West, Lander,
Wiy, B2520,

OF WOLVES AND MEN
Barry Lopez, author of Of Wolves and Mer, will
give 2 lecture at St Cajetan’s Church, Auraria Cam-
pues in Demver on Dec. 5 at 730 pom. Tickers ane 54
and can be obtained from the Wilderness Work-
shop of the Colorado Open Space Council, ( 303)
3000453

GUIDE TO ENERGY

Uncerizin where 1o wen for energy-relared
information? The National Center for Appropriate
Technology is offering a free publication that lists
more than 30 brochures, guidebooks, bibliogra-
phics, education materials and other titles on
energy. Write NCAT ar PO Box 3838, Butte,
Mont, 59702

ARTS NOMINATIONS

The deadiine for nominations &0 the Wyoming
Governor's Awards for the Arts s Dec, 15, Amy
invivicual, commumnity, public or private organiza-
tion or corporation which has nxade a significant
monetary or service contribution o Wyoming's
culturs] resources are eligible for nomination,
send a4 one page summary of the nominee’s
achievements and contributions and other perti
nent information to Gawvernor's Awards Commit
tee, Wyoming Council on the Ars, Capitol
Complex, Chevenne, Wyo, 52002,

COAL IN UTAH-COLO.

Hiva much coal to extract from public lands in
the Ulinta-Southwestern Utah coal region is being
reconsidered by the Regional Coal Team and puab-
lic comments are being solicited at four meetings
Mow, A0, Grrand Junction, BLM District Office: Dec
|, Kansh, BLM Office; Doec, 2, Price, Gomer Pea:
cock Rm. Main Bhd,, CEL; Dwec. 3, 5alt Lake Ciny,
Iniversity  Club Bldg., 13th Foor Conference

Room. The first theee mectings begin at 7 poam, the-

fatter at | pom. For more information: Max Micl
sonn, BIM, H5001-524-5320

BIGHORN CANYON

e final general management plan and envir-
onmental  impact  statement for the Bighorn
Canyon Mational Recreation Area has boen com
pleted. 1N you would like more information abou
the plan contact the Bighorn Canyon National
Recreation Area, National Park Service, PO, Box
158, Fort Smith, Mont 59035
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..and all through the West,

Myriad creatures were stirring, they were cold and distressed.
The grizzlies and mule deer and ferrets black-footed
Looked in wonder at plunder, and asked: How'd they stood it?
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Out of their beds jump your friends in 2 panic,
Tear open the mailbox in a state nearly manic,
When what to their wondering eyes should appear,
But a sixteen page paper, with prose fair and clear.
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OWN YOUR ENERGY SYSTEM

Rural electric cooperatives give  oonsumers
direct participarion in the operation and manage-
ment of local encrgy systems. They arc also consu-
mer owned. To learn more abour the consumer’s
role in such co-ops, attend a urility workshop on
Dec. 5 and 6 ar Friendship Hall in Montrose, Colo
The session s co-sponsored by the Colorado
Energy Advocacy Office, Western Colorado Con
gress and Mexican-American Development Asso-
ciation. The §5 registration fee covers
participation in the workshops, pancl discussions
and a work session with national utility experts
For more information call the Colorado Encrgy
Achvocacy Office, (303) 832-3291

WINTERIZE COLORADO [
Coborada Governor's office has launched a low

cost, do-it-yoursell, energy-saving public educa
ticn drive. “Priority 4 — Wintenize,” is d program
to he aired on Denver's Channel 4, Nov, 30
through Dec. 4, emphasizing ways o cul energy
costs and lower utility bills. “Priority 4 Packets'
are available by writing the Colorado Office of
Energy Conservation, 1525 Sherman S, 4th Floor,
Denver, Colo. D203, Free energy-saving work:
shops will be held Dec, & and Dec. 12 in Denver
Fr. Collins, Colorado Springs, Pueblo and Grand
Junction, For information, contact the Office of
Energy Conservation at the above address.

BETTER THAN WALT DISNEY

If vou're interested in television programs on
wolves, grizelies, wild dogs, otters and other wild
animals, write your local public broadcasting sys-
tem station and ask the program manager to ciasta
yes vote for the “Wild America” serics. This is an
OppOrUNity 10 voice your program preferences
fior PRS. In Colorado, contact the program man-
ager ar KRMA-TY, 1261 Glenarm PL, Denver
BI04, { 304)-H92-6000 or KTSC-TY, 220 Bon
forte Bhd., Puchlo 81004, (303) 543-8800. In
Idaho contact KAID-TY, 1910 College Bhvd., Boise
RA3725, ( 2087 3553 344 KUID-TV, Radio TV Cen
ter, Univ. of daho, Moscow 83843, (208) B8S
6723, or KBGI-TY, Box 8111, Idaho State Univ.,
Pocatello 83201, { 208 236-2857. In Utah contact
KBYL-TY, (306, Brigham Young Univ., Provo
H4002, (801 3TH-5298 or KUED-TY, 101 Music
Hall, Univ. of Utah, Salt Lake City 84112, (801)
SH1-0530.

Twas the month before Christmas...
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James Watt in his fervor and Big Oil in its zeal
Were increasingly leasing the great Commonweal.
The rigs and the draglines arose such a clatter,

We sprang to our typewriters and started to barter.

On Utah, Wyoming, Montana, New Mex,

On endrin, on Exxon, on shale and BuRec.

On cows, Colorado, on overthrust belts,

On ecotage, wetlands, on land trusts and pelts.

Now. 27, 1981 — High Coumry News-13

ADOPT-A-WILD

Become a parent and watchdog for a wilderness
study area by participating in the Sierra Club and
The Wildermness Sociery’s “Adopt 2 Bureau of Land
Management Wilderness. " The program was deve-
loped to encourage individoals and groups 1o
monitor  wildemess study arcas  during  BLM
review, For information in vour state, write: Mike
Scott, 1657 Pennsyivania 8. Denver, Colo, 80200,
Chris Yoder, Box 552, Boise, Idaho 83701; Jim
Carlin, 736 5 McClelland, Salt Lake City, Utah
B4102; Bruce Hamilton, P.O. Box 1078, Lander,
Wi, 82520, Bill Conningham, Box 1 184, Helena
Mont. 59601

UTAH AIR REGULATIONS

A public hearing to review the air consenation
regulations and Utah’s implementation plan for
comtrol of luorides from existing phosphate fertil-
izer plants and changes in opacity linnirarions will
he Dec. 10 in the Salt Lake City Libeary, 200 E. 500
South, Salt Lake City. The mecting will begin a
G630 pm. and will continue until everyone has
been heard. Wiitien statements are encouraged
and should be seént before the hearing to the Utdh
Air Conservattion Committee, PO, Box 2500, Sale
Lake City 84110, Persons from outside the state
must request to make a presentation by no later
than Dec. 7 at the above address,

WYO, QUALITY HEARINGS

Proposed changes to Wyoming's air and water
guality rules will he open (o public comment at i
Dec. 7 mecting beginning 10 am. at the Medicine
Bow Room, School of Extended Studies. Univer-
sity of Wyoming, Laramie. The Wyoming Environ-
mental Qualiy Council will discuss revising
control measures on coal handling systems for
FMC Corporation, modifying the permin process
fior wastewater Facilities and public water supp-
lies, and new rubes for the same

GEOTHERMAL FOR INDUSTHY
The Wyoming Geothermal Commercialization
Office is offering o free packet of materials on the
use of peathermal energy i Wyoming industrics
For a copy of the packet write the WGCO, PO
Box 40960, University Station, Laramic, Wyo
H2701 or call (307 Toh-45.20.
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On Idaho, tailings, on solar and peat,

On things that you plant and things that you eat
On smelters, and elk bugles, on gas and more such,
On BLM, EPA, Burford and Gorsuch.

S0 spring to our sleigh, give your friends a subscription,
And the issues will fly full of photos and diction.
To readers and revilers, whom we please or offend:

“Merry Christmas to all, and to all HCN!”

High Country News holiday gift subscriptions are #15 for the first gift and *12 for each additional gift. To order, use the envelope enclosed with this issue or the coupons below. Write the names and
addresses for any other gift subscriptions on a separate piece of paper. Mail with your check to HCN, Box K, Lander, Wyoming 82520. Discount price applies to new subscriptions only.
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I'd like to send a gift subscription.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Please send my first gift (at }15) to:
Mame
Address

City, State, Zip
O Please send a gift card.

And a second gift (*12) fo:
Mame:

Address

City, State, Zip
O Please send a gift card.

And another subscription (*12) to:

Name _- e

Address

City, Saate, Tip___
O Please send a gift card.
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LETTERS

ACID RAIN

Dear HCN,

I've been meaning to write to you for
a while now, after reading the article
“Clean Air Act — sickness and health or
profit and loss™ (HCN, 10/16/81) by
Dan Whipple. His view of the current
controversy over the act and its likely
effects on air guality in the Rocky Moun-
tain West is quite lucid, but, when it
comes 1o the subject of acid raid, Whip-
ple is downright wrong.

First, rather than “several” lakes being
lamaged by acid deposition in the US.
md Canada, the real facts are certainly
sause for panic and anger. Already tens

if thousands of lakes have been dam-
wed — many made sterile — in north-
ern Europe, the US and Canada. The
soft waters of the granite Canadian
shield in Canada are already for the
most part more acidic by a factor of 10
and in places of 100 or more. The eco-
-system in the granite provinces is
extremely vulnerable to the increas-
ingly acidic precipitation falling on us.

The full extent of the problem is not
yet known but, when it is, it will be too
late to do anything about it at all. Furth-
ermore, crop research has shown that a
drop of pH from 5.5 to 45 — already
experienced in snow and rain all across
the northern tier of U.5.-Canada border-
lands — has reduced viclds of sovbeans,
corn, etc. Organic gardening magazines
are already promoting more acid resist-
ant green bean seeds for home gardens
in the U8, in order to combat the effects
of low pH on home gardens.

Major international diplomatic nego-
tiations are going on in Europe and
berween the U5 and Canada because of
the transfer of pollutants across national

boundaries and the ensuing nationalist
feelings about non-neighborly conduct.

Here in Wisconsin, the problem is
widely acknowledged and the state
government and the electric utilities are
conspiring in 2 two year $5 million
study to determine the exact extentand
cause of the dramatic drop in pH of rain
.'|nd SNOW OVer our state. ﬂ'\'l:l‘ﬂﬂt_‘ STHOW -
pack on soft water (frozen lakes) in
central Wisconsin had a pH of 4.0 in
1980, This is below the level at which
any fish will survive should the entire
lake reach this low pH.

The Furopeans have known about
this acid rain problem since the lae
1940s and have watched more and
more of the Scandinavian lakes die as
German and English generated oxides
of sulfur and nitrogen bring airbormne
death, The research has been all but
ignored by U5, scientists and especially
by the U8 government,

In fact, the Clean Air Act in its strong-
est form never adequately addressed the
acid problem because SO2 and NO3 are
not defined as primary pollutants, Per-
haps the more alkaline soils in the West
have allowed Whipple to overlook the
seriousness of this problem. At any rate,
several tens of thousands of lakes is a
more likely number for those damaged
to date,

As an important voice for environ-
mental sanity in the West, HCV has the
responsibility to get on top and stay on
top of this issue,

Robert Litzgau
Milwaukee. Wisgonsin

MISSING THE POINT

Dear HCN,

We were glad to see the High Coun-
try News covering an issue of great
importance in the Powder River coal
fields, the Tongue River Unsuitability
Petition (HCN, 10/30/81 ). We do feel
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however that you have done the peti-
tioners a great injustice by assuming
that the petition evaluation document
does not support our allegations. In fact,
particularly in the area ofhydrology, the
PED points out that;

13 On Otter Creek, "An increase in
total dissolved solids (TDS) to the
predicted levels would render the
alluvial water unfit for livestock use.™

2) With respect to the shallow
Tongue River member aquifers vital
for local agricultural and domestic
use after mining: “This change in
qualitcy would result in shallow
groundwaters in the Tongue River
Member that, while considered good
for livestock watering before mining,
would be considered unfit for such
use after mining.”

3) With respect to the alluvium of
the Tongue River: “These TDS levels
present a very high salinity hazard for
irrigation although it would be consi-
dered fair for livestock watering.”

4) The modeling for salinity in
Tongue River identified that at inten-
sive mining levels and with some
increase in irrigation, at lower flow
rates, “the salinity hazard for irriga-
tion would be high to very high
throughout the entire growing
season.”

5) The PED completely ignores
the effect that such a high salinity rate
would have on the aquatic ccosystem
of the Tongue River.

I just want to emphasize that the doc-
ument substantiates our allegations.
Moreover, the PED did not consider
large withdrawals for municipal and
industrial uses that cannot be avoided
should the mines open up; nor did it
factor into the equation the effects of
mining 30-50 million tons of coal annu-
ally upstream from the petition area.

The other major allegation we raised
in the petition is the feasibility of
reclaiming lands in the petition area
because of salts, sodium, shallow soils
and a shortage of suitable burial
materials,

Since the longterm technological
feasibility of reclamation in this region
remains a moot point and will for sev-
cral more years, the critical considera-
tion here is economic feasibility of
reclaiming lands in the petition area.
Recognizing that materials handling
represents 70 to 95 percent of the cost
of reclaiming strip mined lands, all
accounts indicate that the petition area
contains the worst combinations of
salts, sodium, and shallow soils of any
proposed or existing mining area in the
Montana Powder River region, Attempt-
ing to specially handle these materials
will impose major increases in the cost
of mining coal that is relatively low in
BTUs and has high sodium levels that
make it difficult to burn in boilers.

The PED found that petition area coal
is highly substitutable and only margi-
nally competitive, despite the fact that
the model assumed existing transporta-
tion facilities and existing mining equip-
ment in the petition arca. The cost of
construction for these facilities and
equipment in mid-1980 dollars further
undercuts potential marketability of
that coal.

The Tongue River Railroad promo-
ters have consistently said they will seck
federal loan guarantees to finance the
project which evidences their jitters
over the economic viability of area coal.

The Powder River Basin is currently
at approximately 70 million tons over-
capacity, and the electrical generating
capacity in its market areas is at 40 per-
cent over peak demand! I haven’t even
begun to factor in the cost to agricul-
ture, and the sociocconomic liabilities
of industrializing this very remote arei,
It seems ludicrous to open up this sub-
basin of the Tongue River,

None of the opponents of the petition
presented  pertinent  arguments  on
these points. Their arguments seem 1o
be centered around three points:

1) That present reclamation laws

are adequate to replace the land to its
original or better condition.

2) That the property right of coal
owners who wish to develop their
coal is greater than the property right
of downstream neighbors who wish
to preserve their agricultural lands.

3) That a piecemeal, site-specific
approach be used to study the effects
of cach mine, rather than conducting
an overall comprehensive analysis of
the accumulated effects of several
mines within the petition and sur-
rounding area.

Mean stream flows are meaningless to
the irrigators below the petition arca,
Low steam flows coincide with the most
vital irrigation periods, The salinization
of the Tongue River would appear
slowly over decades, but would be irre-
versible over centuries and possibly
millenia.

We feel that High Country Nei's
missed the point.

Art Hayes, Jr.
Rirney, Montana

{Ed, note: The paragraph in the HCN
article to which Art Hayes, Jr, obfects
refers broadly to “allegations raised in
the petition,” and said the evaluation
“seemied  gemerally fo agree” with
energy compxanies’ claims thal the peti-
tion failed to support those alfegations.
The petition evaluation docioment con-
cluded, among otber things, that
"potential for reclamation success in
the petition area is good,” that “the con-
clusions do not sufpaort the allegation
that lerge-scale saline seeps will develof
dfter mining, " that “although highly
saline and sodic soil and overburden
malerials occir th the pefition ared,
significant volumes of suitable soil aried
averburden  materials also occur,
{ which ) contradicts the allegation theit
there are inadeguate materials for
revegetation.” These conclusions con-
iradicted allegations in the petition
document. Of cumulative impact on
the Tongue River from upstream min-
ing, the PED said "It is not possible to
drete ¢ conclision at s ime.”

The one area where the evaliation
gave some support o rancher con-
[aints was in {ts review of water gual-
ity problems; but even there, Hayes'
grictes do not tell all. After acknowledg-

ing that salinity would render Otter

Creeke'’s alluvial weater unfit for lives-
fock, the evaluation went on: "How-
ever, the current practice of
impounding  Beher  gquality  spring
water runoff for use later in the year
cotld still edlow forfrrigation and lives-
tock watering.” Acknowledging thet
mining would render shallow grovnd-
waters unfit for livestock watering, the
doctument added “alternate sources of
waters are available below the Lebo
Shede.” In almost every case where the
evaltiation document seemed 1o sup-
port the ranchers’ allegations, it also
suppested  alternatives, albeil costly
and posstbly impractical ones, which
wondd prevent “a substantial loss or
rediction of long-range froductivity of
renewable resource lands.” Such a
potential loss s the basis for the
ranchers’ allegations.

Chur reading of the document as lean-
ing more foward energy comfiarnies’
conclusions than ranchers’ should not
be interpreted as sufyport for that docu-
ment's conclusions., Hayes and other
ranchers bave repealedly pointed ot
that crucial effects were not analyzed
or that conclusions are not sufiorted
by data. But to selectively report those
sections of the evaluation that lend
some support to the ranchers would
perhaps leave readers with an inaccu-
rate  impression  thal the Montanc
Department of State Lands and the ULS,
Office of Surface Mining fullyintend to
block energy compeanies from mining
in the Tongue River Valley.
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Five Pockets, Washakie Wilderness

Congress puts on a bad Act with wilderness backdrop

How our government decides whether it is right or wrong to explore for
minerals and energy in America’s wilderness areas is a drama that shouldn't be
missed. Every junior high political science class should tackle this one; it is The
System in action. Not since President Richard Nixon began impounding funds that
Congress wanted spent have we seen such revealing confusion over which branch
and which layer of government should take responsibility.

should we feel comfortable knowing that Rep. Samucl Gejdenson, a freshman
congressman from Bozrah, Conn., is one of 22 representatives who can decide for
Congress and the public lands management bureaucracy what goes on in wilder-
ness? What does he know about wilderness?

Does it make sense that Ray Hall, the Shoshone National Forest Supervisor, a
career forester from Missouri, becomes the nation’s most prominent interpreter of
what Congress intended in the Wilderness Act of 1964, a piece of legislation rife
with internal contradictions?

In the environmental impact statement issued as the first step toward leasing as
much as 13 percent of the Washakie Wilderness for oil and gas development and
opening 88 percent of it to exploration, these contradictions are presented in
adjoining paragraphs. If the Forest Service dared have a sense of humor, the
provisions would have been labelled Mutt and Jeff. Instead, they are presented
solemnly, straight-faced, daring the reader to laugh at the absurd.

Eirst there is section 2(a) of the Wilderness Act, which states wilderness areas
shall be administered “for the use and enjoyment of the American people in such
manner as will leave them unimpaired for future use and enjoyment as
wilderness..”

Then there is section 4( d )( 3 ), which allows mineral exploration and leasing in
wilderness areas, “transmission lines, water lines, telephone lines,” and anything
else necessary to prospect and produce; it requires only “restoration as near as
practical” of disturbed wilderness.

They've lived for years in the same house, but like an estranged couple, these rwo
provisions have done their best to avoid contact. still, there are those obligatory
public appearances in any marriage, and here they are together in the Washakie EIS,
making everyone else feel uncomfortable.

students who want to understand our government of checks and balances should
take note for two reasons: First, it is important to discover the sort of looney and
contradictory compromises our Congress often makes when opposing lobbyists
are threatening to break both arms. Second, watching our branches of government
toss this hot potato back and forth provides a textbook on our way of governing:
Congress dumps it on the plate of the executive branch bureaucrats; the bureau-
crats interpret the uninterpretable and wait passively for the courts to write their
own law: and then Congress will assuredly howl that the courts are trying to
legislate.

Immediately before us are two cases of leasing or proposed leasing of wilderness
— in the Capitan Wilderness in New Mexico and the Washakie Wilderness in
Wyoming. Last week moves were made to exercise an obscure provision of the 1976
Federal Land Policy and Management Act which allows either the House Interior
and insular Affairs or Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committees to with-

draw public lands from energy development in an “emergency” (sce Western
Roundup, p. 2). Three Montana wilderness arcas have already been withdrawn
under this provision.

Whether such committee-wrought withdrawals are made on a case-by-case basis,
ar for the entire wilderness system, there is a serious constitutional question that —
here we go again — will be tested in the courts. One ought to note, at any rate, the
peculiarity of a Connecticut freshman like Gejdenson on House Interior playing
such a disproportionate role in the management of public lands in the West.

Rep. Manuel Lujan, a New Mexico Republican with no obvious “environmental-
ist” stigma ( he voted against withdrawing the Montana wildernesses, in fact ), who
happens to be the top-ranked Republican on the House Interior Committee,
exploded when he heard that leases had been let allowing underground slant
drilling into the Capitan Wildemness in his district.

The entire Wyoming delegation — like Lujan, Republican conservatives not
known for trec-hugging — has objected vehemently to leasing in the Washakie,

Here we might try to construct asyllogism. Major premise: Congress must decide
whether to block mineral exploration of wilderness areas, and traditionally bows to
the wishes of legislators from affected states on wilderness questions. Minor
premise: When leasing for oil and gas has been broached for wilderness areas,
members of Congress in affected states strongly oppose it. A logical conclusion
might then be: Congress should ban mineral and energy development in designated
wilderness arcas nationwide.

The built-in contradictions of the Wilderness Act can be tackled wilderness-by-
wilderness and state-by-state; each acre can have its own piece of legislation. The
contradictions can be wrestled with in forest supervisors’ offices, in regional
offices, in the Interior Department in Washington, D.C., in the White House and in
the congressional committees. Then they can start muking appearances on court
dockets around the country. Our students will see all the fine detail of the U.S.
government in action, unending action, redundant action.

Hopefully the students, after a few years of this, will ask the obvious question:
Why doesn't Congress clarify its purposes in the Wildemess Act?

Ray Hall thinks it is necessary. Alice Frell, public lands specialist with the Rocky
Mountain OQil and Gas Association, says Congress should do so. S0 does Bruce
Hamilton, Northern Plains Representative of the Sierra Club. Obviously, each hopes
for a different kind of clarification. We happen to agree with Hamilton that the small
amount of protected wilderness extant should be sacrosanct; if the future energy
emergency conjured up by developers ever occurs, a simple act of Congress could
change the Wilderness Act in an afternoon..

But the lesson to be learned in those political science classes should be: track the
contradictions to their source. And the trail leads back to Congress. The likes of
Rep. Richard Cheney (R-Wyo.), who say they want wilderness protected but fight
against efforts to do it through the House Interior Committee, should be responsi-
ble for leading the fight to amend the Wilderness Act. Let us see some corrective
legislation, and let us see how the big talkers vote.

It is time to clean up our wilderness act.
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Denver muddies water policy

By David Smyth

Water is thicker than blood, and
water policy is thicker than mud. This
variation on the old adage applies to the
Denver Water Board (DWB) and its
ongoing battles with consumer advo-
cates, environmentalists, and residents
of Colorado's Western Slope.

Critics charge that the DWB is unreg-
ulated and uncooperative with local
governments affected byits projects and
policies. They further charge that DWB
has repeged on  commitments 1O
improve public disclosure and water
conservation, and that it forces long
term customers to subsidize expensive
new growth,

But DWB spokesman Edward Ruetz
said that the DWB charges the lowest
possible rates while maintaining good

West io east water diversion, such as the Big Thompison project on Mary's Lake near
Estes Park, shown bere, is the tragiitional solution to watering the Front Range.

service, and has improved relations with
its neighbors and foes,

The DWHB serves over a million peo-
ple — over half the residents of Colora-
do's Front Range, the urban corridor
extending from Ft. Collins to Pueblo. Of
those million customers, roughly half
live in the City and County of Denver;
the rest are served by 100 separate con-
tracts, according to Ruetz.

Ironically, the DWB's power and
influence stem from an carly attempt Lo
make Denver's water utility more
responsive. Denver residents, fecling
the privately owned water company
exerted undue influence on the city
council, voted in 1918 to create a self-
supporting agency, financially separate
from the city government. The five com-
missioners were appointed to six year
staggered terms by the mayor. "The idea
was to remove water service from polit-
ics,” said Ructz.

That concept of apolitical operation
might have worked for a time, but when
Denver began to boom in the 1960s, the
DWE found itself providing water to
new residents, many of whom lived in
posh, sprawling suburbs. The DWB, as a
consequence, found itself engincering
new water projects on Colorado’s West-
ern Slope to quench the Front Range
thirst.

John Bermingham, a Denver lawyer
who served as chairman of CAC feels the
committee has failed to fulfill its title.
Bermingham pointed to a request made
by CAC a year and a half ago for a
detailed report listing the DWH's water
demand forecasts and future projects,
including lead times, environmental
problems, costs and components such
as roads, diversion structures, dams and
pipelines. The DWB wrote a lengthy
report, submitted it to its lawyers and
then said it didn't know if it would ever
release the report to CAC, said
Bermingham.

Instead, the DWB provided a 10-page
summary that contained no new infor-
mation. The report was written merely
as an update on the status of the DWH's
water rights for Gov. Richard Lamm’s
newly formed Water Roundtable, said
the report’s author, James Sanderson.
Bermingham and other consumer and
environmental advocates say that the
DWB largely sidestepped CAC partici-
pation in setting the new rates that go
into effect next February.

The DWB also agreed, under the
Foothills settlement, to coordinate with
other governmental agencies in its pro-
ject planning, But the DWB ran afoul of
the US Forest Service by changing
some of the rights-of-way on another
water diversion, the Williams Fork Pro-
ject, resulting in an indefinite delay.

A federal judge ruled that the DWB
must obtain permits for the project
from Grand County; the DWEB has
appealed that decision.  Spokesman
Ructz said that the Colorado constitu-
tion confers special home rule rights to
Denver government which were trans-
ferred to the DWEB at its inception. The
rights form the basis for the DWB's ref-
usal to comply with other counties’
planning processes. Ructz said, how-
ever, that the DWB has met often with
local officials to discuss its projects.

The DWB refused to sign a third sec-
tion of the Foothills settlement under
which numerous federal agencics
including the U.S. Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management, Environ-
mentil Protection Agency and the Army

Denver has obtained water from the
Western Slope for 50 years, but the con-
flict over its policies reached crisis pro-
portions in the mid-1970's with the
Foothills Project. a dam, reservoir and
treatment facility now under construc-
tion on the Eastern Slope in rugged
Waterton Canvon on the Platte River. As
Lowsuits  spawned countersuits, Rep.
Tim Wirth (1)) intervened and helped
mediate the so-called Foothills Settle-
ment. The settlement contains three
major  provisions intended o avoid
future conflicts. It has met with limited
SLICCESS,

One section of the settlement called
for a formal procedure of public notifi-
cation and participation in decision-
making. This led to formation of a
Citizens -Advisory Committee (CAC)
which includes task forces on various
iSSUCS.

Presenting:

December 11

High Country News takes a close look
at the comatose uranium industry 1o see
if the geiger counters are still ticking, and
presents the second profile in our series
on public land managers: Russell
Dickenson of the National Park Service.
Readers will also fly with Idabo’s back-
country mailman and people into the
cloakrooms of the region’s legislatures to
see what they're planning for 1982

Corps of Engincers agreed to produce a
comprehensive environmental impact
statement that would study the impact
of Denver's transmountain diversions.

But the federal government appoirs
to be backing out. Craig Rupp, Regional
Forester at USFS, said "1 doubt that we'll
do a comprehensive EIS on anything,
Maybe it ought to be done, but it's a case
of who should do it. The problem with
water management is that the federal
government doesn't have the authority.
It { water management ) is a function of
state government.”

However, Rupp said that any new
transmountain project will require an
EIS. Some officials and environmental-
ists say the effects of any single project
might not be overwhelming, but that
the cumulative impact of the five major
proposed transmountain diversions
{ three of which are the DWRB's) could
be devastating,

“Twenty percent of all water in a six-
county arca (of the Western Slope ) is
now diverted to the Eastern Slope. This
will rise to 50 percent by 1995 if the
other projects go through,” said Tho-
mas Elmore, the water quality project
director for the Northwest Council of
Governments, Elmore administers a
water quality program for the town of
Vail and said that past transmountain
diversions have dried up several
streams. Officials at the DWB, Aurora
and Colorado Springs deny this.

Perhaps the most controversial of the
DWH's Western Slope proposals is the
Eagle-Piney Project, part of which
would require building permanent
roads and several diversion structuresin
the Eagles Nest Wilderness Area
northwest of Dillon. The cost is esti-
mated at a half billion 1980 dollars and
would take 20 to 25 vears to complete
after the water rights have been adjudi-
cated. The DWB applied for the rightsin
the mid-1950's; some of the rights were
denied in the mid-1970's and the DWB
is appealing the decision, according to
Ruetz.

Colorado Springs and Aurora, the
state’s second and third largest cities,
will have a much easier time building
their Homestake Phase 11 project in the
Holy Cross Wildérness Area southwest
of Vail. When Congress created the area
last year it specifically exempted the
project from the usual ban on develop-
mient (an unprecedented move) in
exchange for a promise that the project
would be constructed in the least dam-
aging way feasible.

A Forest Service environmental
assessment is under way and Rupp saida
full EIS will be written.

Water conservation is another sore
point between the DWB and its critics.
The DWHB's customers used an average
of 213 gallons per day in 1980 and the
DWB plans to bring this usage below
200 gpd in the next few years. By com-
parison, the city of Aurora used 140 gpd
in 1980. Ruetz, however, cautioned
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against comparing the two systems
because not all of the DWEB's customers
are metered, whereas all of Aurora's are.
Last summer, Aurora instituted an
inverted rate structure which charges a
low rate for basic needs and raiscs the
price for additional water. The DWB
uses 2 declining block rate that does just
the opposite. The DWH's rate structurc
offers “no incentive for people to think
about how much water they're using,”
said Danicel Luecke, staff scientist for the
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF ).
Since 1957, all DWE taps were sup-
posed to be metered, but meters wiere
never installed in 88.000 homes, Ruetz

saicl. A 1980 EDF study argued that for o .

every two  meters installed  enough
water would be saved to add a new
customer. But Ruetz said the EDF con
servation proposals were untested and
couldn't be relied upon. “Tt will take
effective conservation and development
of additional resources if we are to
maintain  the quality of life, which
includes lawns and pardens. But we
might have to compromise on that to
some degree,” he said.

Aurora has a lawn permitting pro-
gram that limits the area of alot that can
be planted with grass, according to Pete
Smith, water division chief of Aurora’s
utilities department. The DWE “is in a
little bit different sitvation from Aurora
because they (rhe water department )
are part of the city government and can
work with the zoning department. We
are separate from the government and
with the number of communitics we
serve, they would see it as an undue
interference,” said Ruete

The EPA is helping the DWB build a
unique treatment plant that could recy-
cle sewage into potable water. If a dem-
gnstration plant succeeds, a
commercial plant could be brought on
line in 20 years and provide about 15
percent of Denver's needs, said Ruetz.,
Bermingham said that if more conserva-
tion, a few small new projects and the
recycling plant are used, “we won't have
o go to the mountains for 30 to 40
years” for a major new project such as
Eagle-Piney.

“We have been moving in the direc-
tion of making growth pay for itself
since 1972 or 1973, but we're not fully
there vet,” said Ruetz. The DWE charges
higher rates to its suburbian customers
as well as levving heavy tap fees on new
homes and businesses.

Bermingham said the newcomers still
are not paying their fair share. He cites
the 1980 DWEB annual report which
states that 510 million was collected
from Denver residents above what was
needed for normal maintenance in their
part of the system. Much of this money
will be used for new projects, according
to Bermingham. "It seems they're (the
DWHE) getting an interest-free loan to
benefit the suburbs,” he said.

DWB officials declined to discuss

whether Denver residents are subsidiz-
ing system expansion. Terry Scott, WH

manager of rates, said, “T wouldn’t wani /55
to conjecture about that” adding the} i

the issue has not yet been studied by the
CAC. However, Scott said the DWE
showed it recognized that tap fees
could be higher when it raised fees 50
percent in the latest rate hike, taking
effect next February,

scott said homebuilders objected to
the hike. “We don't want it to be so
expensive they can't sell their homes.
There are benefits from growth as well
as costs,” he said,

Those costs could be mounting cven
more dramatically as old wells, which
supply some suburbs, dry up. An ongo-
ing study by the DWB, some suburban
counties, the U5, Geological Survey and
the Colorado Division of Water Resour-
ces indicates a dramatic lowering of
water levels and quality in some Front
Range aquifers.




